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OF  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  AME¬ 
RICA  WAS  PEOPLED  AFTER  THE 
FLOOD. 

H ISTORIANS  nnd  philosophers 
have  been  <rrcatly  perplexed  in 
attempting  to  account  for  the 
manner  in  which  America  was 
peopled  by  any  yiart  of  the  human 
race,  after  the  flood.  The  whole 
process  unfortunately  depends 
upon  pure  conjecture.  Some 
philosophers  in  Euroyie  have  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  fact  in  a  summa¬ 
ry  method.  "I'hey  have  alleged 
that  the  man  of  America  is  a  dis¬ 
tinct  branch  of  the  creation.  This 
was  a  short  method  of  solving  the 
knot  ;  but  we  do  not  recollect 
that  any  w  riter  has  been  quite  so 
visionary  as  to  allege  that  all  ani¬ 
mals,  birds,  and  beasts,  were  in 
the  same  predicament.  Nor  have 
^ve  seen  any  attempts  to  account 
for  the  transportation  of  those 
animals,  a  process  which  is  much 
more  diflicult  than  to  account  for 
the  transportation  of  the  human 
race  to  America.  While  it  was 
believed  that  a  considerable 
ocean  intervened  between  Asia 
and  America,  great  difliculties 
were  found  in  bringing  the  Kam- 
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schadale  across  in  his  canoe  from 
Asia  to  America.  But,  as  soon  as 
it  was  know'n  that  the  distance 
between  the  two  continents  did 
not  exceed  39  miles,  there  being 
an  island  in  the  middle  spacq,  Dr. 
Robertson,  and  other  historians, 
without  any  difficulty,  were  ena¬ 
bled  to  bring  the  man  of  Asia 
across  to  America.  True  it  is, 
that  man  is  capable  of  existing  in 
any  latitude,  from  the  equator  to 
the  vicinity  of  either  pole.  But 
there  are  few  other  animals  capa¬ 
ble  of  bearing  the  same  diversity 
of  temperatures.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  are  some  animals  in 
America,  as  the  reindeer,  that 
cannot  endure  a  warm  climate. 
And  there  is  a  great  variety  of 
animals,  beasts,  and  birds,  that 
cannot  endure  a  cold  climate. 
How  did  these  animals  come  to 
America  ?  They  certainly  did  not 
cross  in  the  vicinity  of  Behring’s. 
Straits  :  they  could  not  endure 
the  severe  cold  of  that  climate. 
But  if  we  could  find  two  cro.ssing 
places,  (one  in  a  cold,  the  other 
in  a  warm,  latitude)  equally  con¬ 
venient  and  practicable  as  that  at 
Kamschatka,  w'e  should  be  glad  to 
hear  in  what  manner  any  writei 
can  account  for  the  (ransporM- 
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tion  of  suudry  beasts  anti  reptiles,  | 
that  have  passed  from  the  old  cotj- 
tinent  to  America.  It  does  not, 
as  we  think,  appear  that  any  man 
has  transported  the  elephant,  the 
lion,  or  the  camel.  If  they  have 
been  transported,  they  did  not 
thrive  in  their  new  quarters. 
But  the  man  must  have  had  a 
strange  turn  of  mind,  who  was  at| 
the  trouble  of  transporting  the 
wolf,  the  fox,  the  polecat,  the  mole,  | 
the  rattlesnake,  or  other  ve-i 
nomous  sepents.  Although  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  azouti, ; 
the  paca,  or  sundry  other, 
quadrupeds,  were  transported! 
either  for  their  beauty  or  their  j 
use,  it  seems  probable  that  they ; 
thrived  much  better  in  America  | 
than  in  the  country  from  which  j 
they  came  ;  for  the  race  of  sun-: 
dry  quadrupeds  seems  to  be  worn  | 
out  in  the  other  continent. 

In  a  word,  little  difficulty  oc¬ 
curs  in  showing  various  methods 
by  which  the  man  of  America; 
may  have  passed  over  from  the  i 
other  continent.  Nor  is  it  at  all, 
improbable  that  he  came  over  in , 
different  places,  and  at  different, 
periods.  But  it  is  very  probable 
that  America  was  not  peopled  | 
with  beasts,  birds,  and  reptiles,  | 
in  the  same  manner  that  it  was 
peopled  by  the  human  race.  We 
are  then  to  inquire,  in  what  rnan-j 
ner,  and  at  what  period,  was 
America  supplied  with  quadru- 1 
peds,  birds,  and  reptiles.  i 

While  we  attend  to  this  part  of 
Natural  History,  there  are  a  fewj 
circumstances  that  demand  our 
particular  notice,  viz. 

1.  There  arc  sundry  quadru¬ 
peds  on  the  old  continent  that  are 
not  found  in  America. 

2.  There  are  sundry  quadru¬ 


peds  in  America  that  arc  not 
found  in  the  other  continent. 

3.  There  are  some  islands  in 
which  very  few  quadrupeds  are 
found. 

In  reference  to  the  first  case, 
we  have  to  observe  that  the  ele¬ 
phant,  camelopard,  zebra,  and 
some  other  quadrupeds,  do  not 
seem  to  be  much  disposed  to 
change  their  native  soil  and  cli¬ 
mate.  Hence  it  is  that  they  are 
not  found  in  many  places  on  the 
other  continent.  The  lion,  ti¬ 
ger,  hyena,  &:c.  seem  to  be  more 
inclined  to  ramble  ;  but  they  . 
may  have  found  a  sufficient  sup¬ 
ply  of  defenceless  beasts  in  their 
native  country,  when  they  could 
have  migrated  ;  or  the  soil  and 
climate  of  America,  on  trial,  may 
not  have  agreed  with  them,  it  is 
believed  that  America  is  not  well 
fitted  to  a  race  of  ferocious  ani¬ 
mals. 

2.  J'o  account  for  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  quadrupeds  in  America, 
that  are  not  found  at  present  in 
the  old  continent,  we  have  only 
to  recollect  that  the  bones  of 
sundry  quadrupeds  are  now  found 
in  France,  and  the  adjacent 
islands,  that  do  not  live  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  those  regions.  Their  an¬ 
cestors  must  have  migrated  from 
those  regions,  or  the  race  is  now 
extinct.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  soil  and  climate  of  Ame¬ 
rica  may  have  proved  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  increase  of  cer¬ 
tain  animals,  than  the  country 
from  which  they  came. 

3.  Wc  shall  hereafter  consi¬ 
der  how  it  may  have  happened 
that  few  quadrupeds  are  found  in 
some  parts  of  the  earth. 

We  return  to  the  original 
quesion  ; — By  what  means  was 
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America  furnished  with  that  im-' 
mense  variety  of  beasts,  birds, 
and  reptiles,  that  abound  on  this 
continent,  since  it  appears  to  be 
absolutely  certain  that  they  could 
not  have  been  introduced  or 
transported  by  adventurers  of  the 
human  race  ? — We  answer  with¬ 
out  hesitation  :  they  must  have 
come  in  the  character  of  volun¬ 
teers  to  this  country  :  they  must 
have  migrated  of  choice.  Bui 
this  supposes  that  there  was  land 
on  which  they  could  travel  ;  and 
this  supposition  opens  to  us  a 
field  of  great  extent.  It  implies 
a  supposition,  that  there  was  a 
time  in  which  there  was  not  more 
than  one  continent  ;  a  time  in 
which  man  and  beast  might  travel 
from  any  part  of  this  globe  to  any 
other  pari,  without  the  help  of 
shipping. 

Tlie  reader  is  here  requested 
to  pause  a  little,  and  consider 
whether  it  is  not  probable,  or 
certain,  that  America,  before  the 
flood,  was  peopled  like  every 
other  part  of  the  world  ;  and 
whether  all  flesh,  in  America,  was 
not  cut  off,  as  in  other  parts. 
The  words  of  Moses  are  very  ex¬ 
plicit  :  that  all  flesh  should  be  de¬ 
stroyed  wherein  was  the  breath 
of  life,  from  under  heaven;  and 
that  every  tiling  in  the  earth 
should  die.  But  if  America  had 
been  peopled  before  the  flood, 
it  certainly  must  have  been  peo¬ 
pled  by  the  natural  increase  of 
animals  from  an  original  pair. 
For,  in  this  very  manner,  we  dis¬ 
cover  that  it  was  to  be  peopled 
after  the  flood,  according  to  the 
express  directions  that  were  given 
to  Noah.  We,  therefore,  take 
for  granted,  that,  in  both  cases, 
after  the  creation  and  after  the 
flood,  America  was  peopled  by 
quadrupeds,  birds,  and  reptiles. 


i  nearly  in  the  same  manner.  But 
we  suspect,  that,  whatever  diffi¬ 
culty  modern  writers  have  found 
in  peopling  America  after  the 
flood,  by  quadrupeds  and  birds, 
none  of  our  readers  will  venture 
to  assert  that  any  difficulty  could 
have  occurred  in  peopling  the 
whole  earth  at  the  beginning.  We 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  suffer  our¬ 
selves  to  believe,  that  when  the 
divine  Being  had  formed  a  world 
for  the  comfortable  residence  of 
an  innocent  race  of  men,  he  sepa¬ 
rated  one  part  of  that  w  orld  from 
the  other  by  a  vast  ocean  that 
could  not  be  passed  by  the  brute 
creation.  In  a  word,  we  count  it 
certain  that  America  was  not  se- 
p  irated  from  the  other  continent 
before  the  flood  of  Noah. 

When  we  attempted  to  account 
for  the  long  life  of  the  antedilu¬ 
vians,  we  took  for  granted  that 
the  quantity  of  ocean-water  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth  was  very 
small,  before  the  flood,  compared 
to  what  it  is  at  present.  We 
could  not  allow  ourselves  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  two-third^  of  the  globe 
was  covered  by  water,  and  one- 
half  of  the  remaining  third  was 
nearly  useless,  being  reduced  to 
sandy  deserts,  or  rocks,  hills,  and 
mountains.  This  would  be  to 
suppose,  that  the  earth  was  curs¬ 
ed  before  man  had  sinned.  We 
take  for  granted  that  every  part 
of  the  earth  might  have  been 
come  at,  from  every  other  part, 
without  crossing  an  ocean.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  the  read¬ 
er  will  be  pleased  to  consider, 
that  the  ark  of  Noah  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  first  vessel  that  ever 
floated  upon  water  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  men  or  support  of 
life.  The  antediluvians  were, 
many  of  them,  artificers  in  brass 
andiron;  they  were  sufficientlr 
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versed  in  the  mechanic  arts  for 
the  purpose  of  ship-buildinj;  ;  but 
we  have  not  any  reason  to  sup¬ 
pose,  that  they  had  ever  found 
occasion  for  buildihjj  a  ship. 
And  they  were  so  much  harden¬ 
ed  in  their  intidelity,  that  they 
did  not  believe  the  preaching  of 
Noah,  during  the  fifty  or  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  that  he  was  employed 
in  building  the  ark.  If  proQigate 
men  could  have  allowed  them¬ 
selves  to  believ'e  that  their  sins 
would  be  punished  ;  or,  if  men 
who  bad  never  seen  a  shower  of 
rain,  could  have  believed  that 
the  earth  might  be  destroyed  by 
a  deluge,  in  a  great  manner  caus¬ 
ed  by  rain,  they  would  have  had 
recourse  to  ship-building  to  save 
their  lives  ;  and  tight  ships  of 
any  construction  would  have  been 
safe  upon  a  watery  surfice  on 
which  such  a  vessel  as  the  ark 
could  live.  Therefore,  we  take 
for  granted,  that  before  the 
Hood  there  had  not  been  an  ocean 
to  pass,  that  required  the  use  of 
shipping. 

It  will  be  admitted,  that  the 
quantity  of  ocean-water  was 
somewhat  increased  by  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  flood.  Many 
fragments  of  the  original  surface 
of  the  earth,  instead  of  settling 
down  in  their  former  position, 
were  so  propped  by  one  another 
as  to  form  mountains,  and  their 
original  places  were  filled  by 
ocean-water.  Thus  some  part 
of  the  great  western  ocean  was 
caused  bv  the  formation  of  the 
Andes.  But  these  incidents  do 
not  account  for  the  present  im¬ 
mensity  of  the  ocean.  Moses, 
who  is  the  only  authority  in  whom 
we  can  safely  confide,  has  not  in¬ 
timated  in  what  manner  this  part 
of  the  world  was  peopled  by 


lieasts  and  birds ;  but  he  has 
taught  us  that  the  whole  earth 
was  peopled  by  the  descendants 
of  a  single  pair.  And  if  such  was 
the  manner  in  which  America 
was  peopled,  we  are  bound  to 
suppose, considering  the  unerring 
wisdom  of  Providence,  that  a  pas¬ 
sage  was  preserved,  by  which 
every  animal,  travelling  by  land, 
might  come  to  America. 

If  ever  there  was  a  passage 
from  the  other  continent  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  by  land,  when,  or  how,  did 
it  cease  to  exist  ?  Here  we  are 
left  to  travel  in  the  field  of  pure 
conjecture  ;  for  Moses  has  said 
nothing  explicit,  or  he  has  said 
very  little  on  the  subject.  He 
tells  us,  indeed,  that  Peleg,  the 
fourth  in  descent  from  Shem,  was 
called  Peleg,  because,  “  in  his 
days  the  earth  was  divided.’* 
What  kind  of  division  was  that  to 
which  Moses  refers  ?  Was  the 
globe  divided  into  two  great  con¬ 
tinents  ?  Or  was  the  human  race, 
by  the  confusion  of  tongues  at 
Babel,  divided  into  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  small  societies,  who  were 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth  ?  This  last  division  may 
have  been  effected  nearly  at  the 
same  time  with  the  other.  We 
are  told,  that  at  a  certain  period 
after  the  flood,  the  descendants  of 
Noah  resolved  to  build  a  prodi¬ 
giously  tall  monument,  whose  top, 
to  use  their  own  language,  should 
“  reach  unto  heaven.'^  This  hap¬ 
pened  not  long  after  the  birth  of 
Peleg.  But  while  they  were 
engaged  in  that  foolish  and  vain 
project,  the  Supreme  Being 
thought  fit  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
building,  by  confounding  their 
language.  Peleg  was  born,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Hebrew  chronolo¬ 
gy,  one  hundred  and  one  years 


after  the  flood  ;  but  be  was  born| 
four  hundred  and  one  years  after  j 
the  flood,  according  to  the  Sama- ! 
ritan  chronology.  'fhis  difler-j 
ence  may  have  been  caused  by ' 
mistaking  one  letter  of  the  alpha- 1 
bet  for  another,  when  numbers* 
were  designated  by  letters.  We' 
presume  that  the  Samaritan  num¬ 
bers,  in  this  case,  aregorrect;' 
because,  the  human  race,  within 
one  hundred  and  one  years  of  the 
flood,  could  not  have  been  sufli-' 
ciently  numerous  to  have  at¬ 
tempted  so  vast  a  building  as  the' 
tower  of  Babel.  But  within  four| 
hundred  and  one  years  of  the, 
flood,  when  their  number  was* 
probably  ten  times  as  great,  they 
may  have  attempted  the  work. 
We  presume,  therelore,  that  Fe- 
leg  was  born  401  years  after  the 
flood,  and  that  the  earth  was  di¬ 
vided,  not  at  the  time  of  his  birth, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  life.  The: 
words  of  iMoses  are,  “  for  in  his* 
days  the  earth  was  divided.”  Ilis| 
father  must  have  called  him  E^eleg' 
in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  by 
w  hich  that  remarkable  epoch  was 
to  be  distinguished.  The  life  ot^ 
Peleg  did  not  exceed  239  years  ;  | 
and  the  great  event,  predicted  i 
by  his  name,  may  have  happened 
about  120  years  after  his  birth.; 
It  will  be  considered,  that  during; 
the  whole  of  this  time,  from  the 


If  it  should  be  asked  why  w  e 
have  presumed  that  Africa,  Asia, 
and  Europe,  formed  part  of  the 
same  continent  with  America,  for 
many  years  after  the  flood  ?  We 
reply,  that  sucli  was  assuredly 
the  case,  because  America  could 
not  have  been  peopled  after  the 
flood  by  any  other  means,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  course  of  nature.  But 
this  opinion  is  supported  by  sun¬ 
dry  concurring  arguments,  of 
which  we  shall  mention  two  or 
three. 

Plato,  who  flourished  about 
four  hundred  years  before  the 
Christian  era,  alleges  that  there 
had  been  a  great  island,  called 
the  Atlantis,  where  the  Atlantic 
ocean  now  exists  ;  and,  that,  upon 
the  sinking  of  the  island,  the 
ocean  that  succeeded  was  called 
by  the  same  name.  Now,  though 
it  must  have  been  near  1,£»00 
years  between  the  sinking  of  dry'^ 
land  and  the  age  of  Plato,  we 
cannot  be  surprised  that  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  an  event  so  remarkable 
should  have  extended  to  his  time; 
nor  was  Plato  the  only  writer 
w  ho  refers  to  that  tradition.  Who¬ 
ever  w  ill  cast  his  eye  upon  a  map 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  viewing 
the  Canary  islands  and  the  Ma- 
dciras,  the  Bahema  islands  and 
the  Caribbees,  will  easily  be  per¬ 
suaded  that  those  islands  are  no¬ 


deluge  to  the  division  mentioned,  thing  else  than  the  summits  of 
beasts,  birds,  and  reptiles,  wxre  hills,  or  the  mountainous  parts  of 
increasing,  and  spreading  them-  a  vast  body  of  land,  that  is  nowr 
selves  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  covered  by  water.  We  count  it 
On  the  above  supposition,  that ^  highly  probable,  that  the  greater 
there  was  a  passage  by  land  from 'part  of  America  was  peopled  by 
the  vicinity  of  mount  Ararat  to  quadrupeds,  from  the  western 
America,  the  most  sluggish  qua-  part  of  the  other  continent,  before 
druped  may  have  reached  Ame-  any  sea  existed  between  the  lati- 
rica  before  the  death  of  Peleg.  liuie  of  sixty  degrees  north  and 
It  did  not  require  that  they; the  equator.  For  it  can  hardly, 
should  travel  more  than  one i be  questioned,  that  there  was  a 

mile  in  thirty  days.  time  in  which  Great  Britain  was 
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attached  to  France,  and  Ireland 
to  England.  But  we  have  no  re¬ 
cord  of  the  time  in  which  England 
was  separated  from  France,  al¬ 
though  the  proofs  are  sufhciently 
strong  that  they  were  formerly 
\inited. 

We  have  farther  to  observe, 
and  this  observation  claims  the 
reader’s  attention,  that  when 
America  was  discovered  by  the 
successors  of  Columbus,  neither 
the  horse,  the  ass,  nor  the  cow, 
was  found  in  this  country.  Not 
that  (hose  beasts  could  not  have 
travelled  to  America  with  as 
much  expedition  as  other  qua¬ 
drupeds,  but  they  were  prevent¬ 
ed  from  rambling :  they  were 
useful  and  necessary  to  tl>e  hu¬ 
man  race,  and  were  retained  in  a 
state  of  constant  servitude.* 
They  were  never  found  in  a  wild 
state  until  long  after  the  land 
above  mentioned  was  sunk  in  the 
ocean.  It  also  deserves  our  at¬ 
tention,  that  in  the  island  called 
New-Holland,  or  Australasia,  an 
island  that  is  nearly  as  large  as 
all  Europe,  only  a  single  species 
of  quadrupeds  has  been  found  ; 
from  which  we  infer,  that  all  the 
dry  land  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
island  must  have  sunk  in  the 
ocean  before  the  general  race  of 
quadrupeds  could  have  reached 
that  land.!  True  it  is,  that  nu¬ 
merous  birds,  and  some  of  them 
with  short  wings,  are  found  in 
New-fJolland  ;  but  we  know  that 
birds  migrate  much  faster  than 
quadrupeds.  According  to  our 
theory,  it  may  be  alleged  that 
America  was  peopled  by  the  hu- 

*  The  camel  may  have  been  detained  in 
the  same  manner. 

t  The  kanguroo,  the  quadruped  to  which 
we  refer,  is  a  beast  of  great  speed,  and  in 
fhe  act  of  migrating  must  have  outgone  its 
cotemporaries.  i 


man  race  within  four  or  five  hun¬ 
dred  years  of  the  Hood.  This 
conclusion,  however,  does  not 
follow  ;  and  the  present  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  American  natives  is 
full  j)roof  that  many  a  century 
must  have  passed,  after  the  flood, 
before  certain  colonies  of  people, 
who  are  now  called  Indians,  set¬ 
tled  in  Ai»e rica.  They  had  lived 
so  longin  Europe,  or  Asia,  before 
they  migrated,  as  to  have  acqui¬ 
red  the  shape  and  appearance 
which  is  the  natural  efl’ect  of  the 
climate  from  which  they  came. 
The  Esqimaux  Indian,  on  the 
Labrador  coast,  is  exceedingly 
different  in  size  and  appearance 
from  the  Peruvian,  who  probably 
came  from  the  southern  parts  of 
Asia.  And  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvians 
had  migrated  at  difi'erent  periods 
from  the  other  continent.  When 
we  take  a  view  of  the  several 
tribes  of  Indians,  who  now  live, 
or  lately  have  lived  here,  com¬ 
paring  them  with  the  small  fami¬ 
lies  who  live  upon  the  adjacent 
islands,  considering  the  difl'er- 
ence  in  their  appearance  ;  and 
the  greater  or  less  degree  of 
knowledge  with  which  they  have 
been  possessed,  we  find  no  small 
difficulty  in  drawing  a  conclusion 
concerning  the  length  of  lime 
during  which  they  have  lived  in 
America. 

j  The  Mexicans,  when  visited 
by  Cortes,  seem  to  have  possess¬ 
ed  more  knowledge  than  usually 
falls  to  the  lot  of  barbarians.  The 
manner  in  which  they  had  de¬ 
termined  the  true  length  of  the 
tropical  year,  gives  full  proof  of 
considerable  progress  in  astrono¬ 
mical  knowledge.  Where  did 
they  acquire  that  knowledge,  or 
whence  did  they  obtain  it  ?  If 
the  posterity  of  Noah,  at  the 
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time  of  the  dispersion,  had  not 
attained  some  degree  of  astrono¬ 
mical  knowledge,  it  is  not  proba¬ 
ble,  that,  for  many  centuries,  the 
small  colonies  should  have  ob¬ 
tained  a  sufficient  degree  of  lei¬ 
sure  to  improve  themselves  in 
any  branch  of  science.  AVe  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  Mexicans  may  have 
derived  their  knowledge  from 
Ham,  a  son  of  Noah  ;  and  that 
such  knowledge,  through  many  a 
century  ol  ignorance,  was  pre¬ 
served  by  the  Hindoos,  is  more 
probable  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  worldi  This  supposition, 
however,  requires  a  belief  that 
the  antediluvians  had  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress  in  science  as 
well  as  in  the  mechanic  arts. 

It  has  not  escaped  general  ob¬ 
servation,  that  certain  historians 
have  laboured  with  great  dili¬ 
gence  to  depreciate  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  antediluvians.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  those  writers,  Adam, 
when  formed,  was  incapable  of 
conversing  by  articulate  sounds. 
He  was  left  to  find  out  words,  or 
sounds,  whereby  to  express  his 
ideas  the  best  way  he  could.  To 
suppose  that  man,  in  a  state 
of  innocence,  a  candidate  for  im¬ 
mortality,  was  brought  into  life, 
incapable^  of  conversing  with  his 
companion,  or  with  his  Maker,  is 
a  supposition  that  nothing  could 
have  suggested  but  the  desire  of 
subverting  the  Mosaic  history  of 
roan.  It  seems  to  have  origina¬ 
ted  in  pure  infidelity.  Some 
Jewish  Rabbis  seem  to  have 
thought  that  they  paid  a  consi¬ 
derable  compliment  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Noah,  when  they  traced 
to  him  five  or  six  moral  precepts, 
called  by  bis  name.  To  us  it  ap¬ 
pears  very  probable  that  Adam 
was  instructed  not  simply  in  the 
morality  of  the  decalogue,  but  in 


all  the  moral  precepts  that  were 
afterward  committed  to  writing 
by  Moses,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Jews,  at  a  period  when  the  short¬ 
ening  of  human  life  made  it  less 
safe  to  trust  the  memory.  We 
shall  try  to  illustrate  this  opinion. 
The  antediluvians  must  have  been 
favoured  by  a  very  correct  rule 
of  faith  and  practice,  else  Enoch, 
who,  according  to  that  rule, 
“  walked  with  God,”  could  not 
have  been  so  highly  favoured  as 
to  escape  death  ;  the  only  man 
who  ever  enjoyed  that  favour,  ex¬ 
cept  one  of  the  Jewish  prophets. 

Moses  directed  the  Jews  to  ap¬ 
point  six  cities  of  refuge,  three 
on  each  side  of  the  river  Jordan, 
to  which  the  manslayer  should 
fiy  to  escape  the  avenger  of 
blood,  until  he  should  obtain  u 
trial.  But  he  does  not  intimate 
who  was  the  avenger  of  blood,  or 
the  man  who  had  a  right  to  kill 
the  manslayer.  It  follows  that 
the  avenger  of  blood  was  a  cha¬ 
racter  well  known  among  the 
Jews  :  he  was  the  nearest  kins¬ 
man  of  the  person  slain.  This 
character,  as  we  presume,  was 
well  known  from  the  creation  of 
the  world.  For  this  reason, 
when  Cain  discovered  that  his 
brother’s  blood  was  not  conceal¬ 
ed,  he  said,  “  Every  one  that 
findeth  me  shall  slay  me  for 
they  were,  in  fact,  all  brethren 
to  the  man  he  had  slain.  For 
this  temporary  mark  of  contrition 
the  supreme  Being  was  pleased 
to  give  him  a  sign,  lest  any  man, 
finding  him,  should  slay  him.  The 
Hebrew  word  that  has  been  trans¬ 
lated  mark^  is,  in  other  places, 
translated  a  sign.  And  the  sign 
was,  that  he  lihould  build  and  con¬ 
tinue  in  a  city  of  refuge.  He 
built  the  city  accordingly,  and 
his  posterity,  for  several  genera- 
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tions,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  presumed,  that,  for  a  few  centu* 
the  horrid  crime  of  their  ances-  ries  after  the  flood,  the  earth  was 
tor  continued  to  live  in  that  city,  a  single  continent — for  the  same 
in  fear  of  the  avenger  of  blood  ;  reasons  as  there  had  been  only 
therefore  they  became  artitjcers.  one  continent  in  the  beginning. 
Lamech,  the  fifth  in  descent  from  But  we  alleged,  that  a  short 
Cain,  undertook  to  relieve  his  time  after  the  confusion  of  lan- 
wives  from  their  groundless  fears,  guages  at  Babel,  two  continents 
He  said,  stating  the  case  interp-  were  formed  by  the  subsidence 
gatively.  Have  I  slain  ? — instead  of  dry  land.  This  was,  in  fact, 
of  stating  it  positively.  It  will  the  second  curse  that  the  earth 
then  be,  Have  1  slain  a  man  to  had  sustained,  after  the  trans- 
my  wounding,  or  a  young  man  to'gression  of  Adam,  the  deluge  ex- 
my  hurt,  as  Cain  did  t  Surely  cepted.  In  the  first  case,  the 
then,  if  the  destroyer  of  Cain  was  earth  brought  forth  thorns  and 
to  be  punished  (avenged;  seven  .thistles  ;  and,  “in  the  sweat  of 
fold,  the  killer  of  Lamech,  who  is  his  face,”  man  was  compelled  to 
personally  innocent,  shall  be eat  bread.”  Upon  the  subsi- 
avenged  seventy  and  seven  fold.jdence  of  so  much  dry  land,  the 
The  case  of  Judah  and  Tamar, | ocean,  as  at  present,  covered 
his  daughter-in-law,  is  another. nearly  two-thirds  of  the  earth, 
proof  that  laws  and  regulations  This  was  a  heavy  visitation.  At 
had  existed  time  out  of  mind,  the  flood  a  considerable  part  of 
long  before  Moses  had  published  the  dry  land  was  converted  into 
any  laws — else  Judah  would  not  mountains,  or  covered  by  sand, 
have  proposed  to  have  I'amar  But,  on  this  occasion,  one-half 
burnt,  because  she  had  not  wait-, of  the  remaining  dry  land  was 
ed  to  be  married  to  his  youngest  converted  into  an  ocean.  We 
son.  j presume,  that  the  dry  land  which 

During  the  whole  of  the  fore  -disappeared  a  few  centuries  after 
going  observations,  we  have  been  the  flood — the  land,  in  particular, 
compelled  to  deal  very  much  in  Where  the  Atlantic  ocean  now  ex¬ 
conjectures  ;  because  Moses,  the  ists — had  not  been  crossed  by  any 
only  authority  on  w  hom  we  can  of  the  human  race.  For,  though  it 
lean,  says  very  little  on  the  sub-  had  been  crossed  by  quadrupeds, 
ject.  But  we  count  ourselves  we  know  that  men,  who  have 
justified  in  supposing  certain  |  more  trouble  in  providing  suste- 
events,  when  known  facts  are  not  .  nance,  do  not  ramble  half  so  fast, 
otherwise  to  be  accounted  for.  jNo  part  of  America,  as  we  sus- 
We  have  presumed,  that  when  pect,  was  visited  by  men  for 
the  earth  Wfis  created,  a  small  many  ages  after  that  epoch.  We 
part  only,  hardly  a  fourth  part,  have  no  authority  for  stating  any 
was  covered  by  water.  We  have  conjecture  why  it  was  that  so 
also  presumed,  that  there  was  not  great  a  part  of  the  earth  was  then 
more  than  one  continent.  Such  destroyed.  But  when  we  consi- 
was  the  case,  for  this  obvious  der  how  soon  it  was  after  the 
reason — that  the  whole  earth  flood  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
might  be  peopled  without  diffi-  posterity  of  Noah  debased  them- 
culty  by  the  posterity  of  a  single  selves  by  gross  idolatry,  we  are 
pair  of  animals.  We  have  also  ^chiefly  disposed  to  admire  the 
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divitie  forbearance  in  preserving 
a  considerable  part  of  those  idola¬ 
ters. 

One  remarkable  effect  of  the 
separation  of  America  from  the 
other  continent  was,  that  life  and 
iriimortalit}'  w  ere  brought  to  light 
on  the  other  continent  about  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  years  before  the 
message  of  peace  had  reached 
America.  And  it  may  not  have 
occurred  to  some  of  our  readers 
that  in  less  than  three  hundred 
years  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  America  have  pro¬ 
fessed  Christianity,  than  on  the 
other  continent  in  the  space  of 
1800  years. 

NESTOR. 


To  (he  Editors  of  the 
Evangslical  Guardian  and  Review. 

GENTLEMEN, 

If  consistent  with  the  plan  of  your  very 
valuable  work,  the  inclosed  letter  is  offered 
for  insertion  in  its  pages.  This  letter  was 
addressed  by  a  friend  to  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  on  the  day  succeeding  his  ordina¬ 
tion  to  the  sacred  office. 

Vours,  &c. 

A.  PRESBYTER. 

A  LETTER 

Addressed  to  a  AUnister  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  Philadelphia^  on  the  day 
succeeding  his  ordination  to  the 
sacred  office. 

To  the  Rev. - . 

»IY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

The  solemnities  of  last  evening 
have  doubtless  deeply  impressed 
your  heart,  and  revived  in  your 
mind  considerations  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  vocation  to  which 


you  are  called.  Believing  you 
are  thus  conscious  of  your  high 
responsibility,  1  should  deem  it 
vain  to  address  you  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  were  I  not  influenced  by 
Christian  friendship,  and  per¬ 
suaded  that  sentiments  flowing 
from  such  a  source  will  claim 
your  attention. 

The  event  which  has  prompted 
me  to  take  up  the  pen  is  of  ever¬ 
lasting  moment.  It  is  an  event, 
by  the  consequences  of  which  all 
intelligent  beings,  of  whom  we 
have  any  knowledge,  will  be 
affected.  Every  instance  of  your 
ministerial  success  will  fill  heaven 
with  joy;  and  occasion  the  celes¬ 
tial  inhabitants  to  “  strike  their 
harps  with  sweetest  chords,”  to 
celebrate  the  triumphs  of  Re¬ 
deeming  love,  whilst  dismay  will 
pervade  the  regions  of  wo,  and 
the  malice  of  the  devil  and  his 
angels  increase  the  horrors  of  the 
damned.  You  are  now  going 
forth  under  the  peculiar  ac¬ 
countability  incurred  by  a  formal 
sacerdotal  vow  of  eternal  devo¬ 
tion  and  fidelity  to  the  King  of 
of  kings,  to  wield  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  and  wage  a  perpetual  of¬ 
fensive  as  well  as  defensive  war¬ 
fare  against  the  powers  of  dark¬ 
ness.  in  this  spiritual  conflict 
you  have  need  of  the  whole  ar¬ 
mour  ofGod.  The  least  inatten¬ 
tion  to  your  investment  with  this 
panoply  will  render  you  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  the  shafts  of  the  adversary. 
Nor  are  you  called  only  to  “  con-, 
tend  earnestly  for  the  faith  which 
was  once  delivered  to  the  saints 
but  also,  whilst  on  the  alert  to 
assail  the  strong  holds  of  Satan, 
and  to  repel  his  attacks  on  the 
Zion  of  your  Divine  Master  ;  you 
are,  in  the  character  of  his  am¬ 
bassador,  to  treat  with  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  cross,  and  to  beseech 
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them,  in  Christ’s  stead,  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  God,  through  his 
blood.  This  is  an  office  of  solemn 
responsibility  ;  and  well  may  you 
in  contemplating  the  magnitude 
of  its  requisitions,  exclaim,  “  who 
is  sufficient  for  this  momentous 
work!”  Nevertheless,  he  who 
will  strengthen  you  in  the  fight  in 
which  his  cause  is  concerned, 
will  also  communicate  that  light 
to  your  mind  which  shall  make 
you  wise  to  win  souls  to  Jesus. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  discuss 
the  nature  of  the  duties  which 
devolve  on  you  in  the  office  to 
which  you  have  been  ordained ; 
nor  to  attempt  to  enumerate  the 
various  trials  and  exhibit  the  nu¬ 
merous  solaces  with  which  you 
will  be  continually  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  in  the  progress  of  your 
\^^oik.  Permit  me  however  to 
remark  generally,  that  whatever 
may  be  your  success  or  your  dis¬ 
couragements,  as  an  accredited 
minister  of  Christ,  you  are  still 
“  a  sweet  savour  unto  God  and 
if  found  faithful,  the  end  will  de- 
velope  to  your  glorified  spirit 
knowledge  which  shall  constitute 
to  you  everlasting  felicity,  for 
you  shall  then  be  assured  that 
God  is  honoured  in  you  by  having 
made  you,  in  some  way,  instru¬ 
mental  in  accomplishing  his  pur¬ 
poses  relative  to  his  Church. 

You  cannot  be  unconscious  of 
the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart. 
You  are  aware  that  resolutions, 
although  the  fruit  of  the  best  mo¬ 
tives,  are  but  futile  unless  ren¬ 
dered  efficient  by  Divine  grace. 
We  but  too  frequently  find  our 
good  intentions  evanescent  as  the 
morning  cloud— transient  as  the 
early  dew.  In  an  unwatchful  mo¬ 
ment  some  trivial  circumstance 
diverts  our  attention,  or  some 
i&finiiity  of  our  nature  frustrates 


I  our  design,  and  we  are  compelled 
to  mourn  our  mental  imbecility. 
These  reflections  will  suggest  to 
the  mind  the  value  of  importunate 
prayer.  Habitual  communion  with 
the  heart  and  intercourse  with 
God  ;  the  constant  study  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  frequent  re¬ 
tired  meditations  on  divine  sub¬ 
jects,  you  will  unquestionably  ap¬ 
preciate  as  important  means  of 
facilitating  your  public  ministra¬ 
tions,  by  promoting  your  know¬ 
ledge  of  yourself,  and  forming 
your  character  in  the  significant 
humility  of  a  practical  disciple  of 
Christ,  enriching  3^our  mind  with 
treasures  of  inestimable  value, 
and  qualifying  you  more  abun¬ 
dantly  for  the  performance  of  the 
vast  variety  of  interesting  ser¬ 
vices,  for  which  the  minister  of 
the  sanctuary  should  at  all  times 
be  prepared.  The  apostle’s 
charge  to  Timothy  deserves  the 
serious  regard  of  every  herald  of 
sacred  truth — “  Take  heed  to 
thyself.”  To  thy  external  de¬ 
portment  ;  thy  intellectual  im¬ 
provement  ;  and  thy  internal  ex¬ 
ercises.  To  thy  externa!  deport¬ 
ment — as  it  is  natural  for  those 
who  listen  to  the  inculcation  of 
Christian  precepts,  to  look  for  an 
example  in  the  preceptor  of  that 
conduct  which  will  commend  the 
Gospel  of  God.  To  thy  mental 
improvement,  in  order  to  be  a 
workman  that  need  not  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth,  giving  to  every 
one  a  portion  in  due  season.  To 
the  exercises  of  the  heart,  for 
the  purpose  of  becoming  person¬ 
ally  acquainted  with  the  turpi¬ 
tude  of  sin,  its  insidious  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  wiles  of  Satan,  of 
whose  devices  the  Christian  mi¬ 
nister  especially  should  not  be 
ignorant.  Attainments  in  this 


•  AND  REVIEVF. 


491 


species  of  knowledge  will  not 
fail  to  keep  the  inquirer  humble 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus  ;  will  induce 
him  to  look  for  purification  to 
him  whose  blood  alone  cleanseth 
from  all  sin,  and  desire  its  conti¬ 
nual  application  to  his  soul  b^ 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  will  excite  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  the 
prevailing  intercessor  for  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  constrain  him,  by  a 
sense  of  the  love  of  Christ,  as  a 
messenger  of  reconciliation,  to 
direct,  with  the  energy  of  legiti¬ 
mate  feeling  and  atfection,  heavy- 
ladened,  penitent  sinners  to  the 
cross,  assuring  them,  from  a 
cheering  conviction  of  the  truth, 
that  “  Jesus  Christ  is  the  author 
of  eternal  salvation  to  all  them 
who  obey  liim,”  he  having  borne 
the  sins  of  his  people  in  his  own 
body,  when  he  endured  the  mys¬ 
terious  agonies  of  Gethsemane 
and  the  law-inflicted  pangs  of 
Calvary. 

Hitherto  vou  have  been  fa- 
voured  in  some  instances,  by  the 
manifestations  of  Divine  power  in 
your  evangelical  pursuits.  God 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
confer  honour  on  his  word 
through  your  instrumentality. 
Having  now  in  his  providence 
invested  you  with  authority  to 
exercise  pastoral  functions,  the 
eyes  of  those  who  pray  for  the 
prosperity  of  Jerusalem  will  be 
turned  to  you,  expressing  a  hope, 
that  when  you  shall  be  required 
to  perform  the  peculiar  duties  of 
a  shepherd  of  a  portion  of  the 
Redeemer’s  flock,^  you  will  be 
enabled  to  lead  your  charge  in 
green  pastures,  beside  the  still 
waters  ;  and,  blessed  by  the 
great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of 

*  The  person  lo  whom  this  letter  is  ad¬ 
dressed  \\'»i  ordained  without  a  particular 
« barge. 


souls,  be  successful  in  bringing 
many  of  his  wandering  sheep 
back  to  his  fold,  and  of  guiding 
his  lambs  in  the  foojsteps  of  his 
flock.  That  you  may  be  quali¬ 
fied  to  comply  with  the  solemn 
apostolic  injunction,  to  “  feed  the 
Church  of  God  which  he  hath 
purchased  with  his  blood,”  you 
will  ever  feel  your  dependence 
on  Him  to  whom  his  church  is 
most  precious ;  and  whilst  you 
ask  his  counsel  that  you  may  be 
taught  right  judgment,  you  will 
find  it  your  privilege  to  avail 
yourself  in  seasons  of  the  appa¬ 
rent  spiritual  desolations  of  Zion, 
of  the  soul-exhilarating  assurance 
that  the  Almighty  Saviour  hath 
“  set  her  as  a  seal  on  his  heart — 
as  a  seal  on  his  arm  that  ulti¬ 
mately  he  will  effect  her  deliver¬ 
ance  from  all  her  tribulations, 
and  cause  her  to  come  forth 
“  beautiful  as  Tirzah — fair  as  the 
moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  ter¬ 
rible  as  an  army  with  banners.” 
But  do  you  inquire  what  ostensi¬ 
ble  agency  you  shall  have  in  this 
great  work  of  the  Lord?  Hath 
not  the  King  of  Zion  ordained  the 
Gospel  to  be  the  wisdom  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  God  to  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  sinners  !  Hath  he  not 
committed  this  treasure  to  earth¬ 
en  vessels  ?  Hath  he  not  com¬ 
missioned  you  to  be  a  herald  of 
this  salvation  ?  And  does  not  the 
Holy  Spirit  rejoice  in  those  who 
proclaim  the  messages  of  peace 
to  rebel  men,  and  thus  express 
the  Divine  complacency  in  the 
humblest  of  his  co-workers — 
“  How  beautiful  upon  the  moun¬ 
tains  are  the  feet  of  him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  pub- 
lisheth  peace  ;  that  bringeth  good 
tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth 
salvation  ;  that  saith  unto  Zion, 
Tbv  God  reigneth.”  Let  then 
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the  reflection,  that  though  weak  priation  by  faith  of  the  righteous- 
in  yourself,  God  is  the  strength  ness  of  Christ  for  justiflcation ; 
of  his  ministers,  and  will  illus-  and  the  continual  application  by 
trate  the  glory  of  his  grace  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  blood  of 
through  the  eftbrts  of  the  weak-  atonement  for  sanctification  :  the 
est  whom  he  calls  to  labour  in  his  pilgrimage  and  almighty  preser- 
vineyard,  refresh  your  soul,  ration  of  the  redeemed  :  the  re- 
when  you  may  feel  inclined  to  relation  of  the  righteous  judgment 
cry  out  under  the  depression  of  of  God  ;  the  final  consummation 


spirit  occasioned  by  unsuccessful! 
solicitude,  “  Who  hath  beliered 
our  report  ?” 

In  the  performance  of  Christian 
duties,  were  we  to  rest  our  hopes 
of  usefulness  on  our  own  talents, 
or  acquired  knowledge,  all  our 
attempts  to  beautify  the  city  of 
our  God  would  prore  abortire. 
It  is  by  the  mighty  po\rer  of  the 
Lord  that  the  spiritual  temple! 
must  be  edified.  This  he  is! 
pleased  to  manifest,  not  by  thej 
excellency  of  speech  or  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  man  ;  but  by  the  energies 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  accompanying 
his  word,  delivered  in  simplicity 
by  his  accredited  servants.  You 
will  therefore  doubtless  feel  your 
obligations  to  preach  the  preach¬ 
ing  that  God  shall  hid  you,  pro¬ 
claiming  to  a  world  lying  in  sin! 
the  whole  counsel  of  Jehovah,! 
and  exhibiting  to  awakened  sin¬ 
ners  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ. 

Of  the  importance  of  adverting 
to  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel,  in  all  your  addresses, 

I  need  not  remind  you.  The 
universal  depravity  of  human  na¬ 
ture  ;  the  helpless  condition  of 
man  :  the  infinite  and  incompre¬ 
hensible  Godhead  of  Christ ;  his 
incarnation,  sufferings,  death,  re¬ 
surrection,  ascension,  and  perpe¬ 
tual  intercession  :  the  efficiency 
of  the  grace  of  God  to  rectify  the 
disordered  faculties  of  the  soul : 
the  necessity  to  the  sinner  of  the 
imputation  and  personal  appro- 


of  the  bliss  of  the  followers  of 
Jesus  ;  and  the  eternal  exclusion 
from  heaven  and  interminable 
torment  in  hell  of  the  finally  im¬ 
penitent,  are  subjects  which  you 
will  find  it  your  business  to  exhi¬ 
bit  and  maintain  with  all  the 
earnestness  of  one  standing  be¬ 
tween  the  living  and  the  dead, 
with  the  tremendous  wo  de¬ 
nounced  against  those  who  do  the 
work  of  the  Lord  deceitfully, 
sounding  in  your  ears  :  and  the 
cheering  prospect  of  the  superior 
blessedness  which  aw  aits  him  who 
shall  ‘‘  make  full  proof  of  his  mi¬ 
nistry,”  in  the  view  of  your  faith. 
If  you  aspire  after  an  elevation  in 
glory,  striving  lawfully,  actuated 
by  love  for  your  Divine  Master, 
and  an  ardent  desire  that  sin¬ 
ners  may  be  saved  with  an  ever¬ 
lasting  salvation,  you  will  have  to 
hear  the  cross;  hut,  animated  by 
the  blessed  Saviour’s  assurance, 
“  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,” 
you  will,  1  trust,  be  encouraged 
to  pursue  your  avocations  ivitli 
unwavering  constancy. 

Among  the  numerous  ministe¬ 
rial  labours  which  you  will  ex¬ 
perience  to  be  ever  recurring, 
those  of  personal  reproof  and  ad¬ 
monition  you  will  often  realize 
most  painfully  arduous  ;  but  if  so, 
they  are  not  the  least  important : 
and  ir  successful,  will  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  more  than  ordinary  grati¬ 
fication.  These  duties,  together 
j  with  that  of  imparting  instruction 
!to  the  more  ignorant  of  those 


who  may  particularly  claim  ycur  which  you  have,  espoused,  and 
attention,  will  require  the  exer-  contribute  in  the  least  degree  to 
cise  of  much  prudence,  patience,  encourage  your  heart,  I  shall 
and  forbearance.  Administering  have  additional  cause  for  grati- 
consolations  from  the  word  of  tude. 

God  to  the  afflicted,  tlie  sick,  and  The  time  is  short  in  which  we 
the  dying,  is  a  duty,  the  per*  are  permitted  to  do  any  thing  for 
formance  of  which  will  yield  a  our  dear  Lord.  Happy  will  be 
rich  reward  to  your  own  soul,  our  state,  if  in  the  day  of  final 
whilst  it  will  afford  you  the  un-  awards  we  shall  he  found  among 
speakable  satisfaction  of  observ-  those  who,  having  a  community 
ing  the  grateful  tear  in  the  eye  of  nature  with  Christ  Jesus;  and 
of  the  child  of  sorrow  supplant-  having  been  honoured  as  his 
ing  that  of  grief,  and  the  features  stewards,  though  in  the  improve- 
significant  of  the  sadness  of  the  ment  of  but  one  talent,  shall  be 
heart,  assuming  an  animation  acknowledged  by  the  Judge  as 
which  the  hope  of  that  blissful  the  blessed  of  his  Father,  and 
immortality  which  the  oracles  of  permitted  to  enter  into  the  pos¬ 
truth  reveal,  only  can  enkindle,  session  of  an  imperishable  inheri- 
I  need  not  however  dwell  on  tance.  That  you,  my  brother, 
scenes  like  these  ;  you  have  al-  may  be  animated  with  the  hope 
ready  tasted  of  the  pleasures  of  meeting  many  in  that  day  to 
which  flow  through  the  medium  whom  you  shall  have  been  the 
of  these  salutary  duties.  Nor  is  messenger  of  heavenly  peace, 
it  expedient  for  me,  at  this  time,  and  who  shall  then  unite  with  you 
further  to  pursue  the  subject  of  in  the  celestial  song  of  “Worthy 
this  address,  which  the  feelings  is  the  Lamb  who  was  slain,”  is 
of  Christian  friendship  have  led  the  prayer  of  your  sincere  friend, 
me  to  extend  to  a  length  which  1  and  brother  in  the  Gospel  of  our 
did  not  intend.  Should  the  senti-  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
ments  here  suggested  in  any  wise  #  * 

subserve  the  precious  cause  Philad.  Dec,  10,  18 1C. 
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don  ;  never  before  published : —  ges  of  most  sermon  writers  in  our 
and  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  own  times,  and  contrast  them  with 
the  Author,  prefixed.  By  Peter  divines  of  less  modern  date,  we 
Wilson,  L.Ii.D.,  and  /Vofwor ‘cannot  but  he  surprised  at  the 
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contrast  they  exhibit  in  matter 
and  manner.  IJe,  who  has  look¬ 
ed  with  any  attention  at  the  pon¬ 
derous  volumes  of  a  particular 
class  of  theologians  in  the  age  be¬ 
fore  the  last,  whose  piety,  learn¬ 
ing,  and  labours,  deserve  the  gra¬ 
titude  of  all  succeeding  genera¬ 
tions,  must  have  admired  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  their  arguments,  the 
beauty  of  their  illustrations,  the 
extent  of  their  research,  and  the 
earnestness  of  their  spirit,  in  de¬ 
fending  the  doctrines  of  the  tros- 
pel,  unfolding  the  graces  of  the 
divine  life,  and  bringing  home  the 
truth  to  every  man’s  “  business 
and  bosom.”  But  when  we  take 
from  our  shelves  the  sermons  of| 
some  fashionable  modern  divines, 
we  soon  find  ourselves  in  a  new' 
world,  breathing  a  different  at¬ 
mosphere  ;  and  are  ready  to  say, 
with  mingled  surprise  and  regret. 
What  has  become  of  the  genius  of 
the  pulpit  ?  Is  the  altar  deserted 
by  the  fire  of  intellectual  talent? 
Are  there  no  more  in  the  Church 
of  our  God  whose  lips  shall  send 
forth  the  incense  of  living  elo¬ 
quence  in  his  cause?  We  trust  this 
is  not  the  case.  Yet,  however,  we 
cannot  but  lament  the  mediocrity  of 
talent,  and,  above  all,  the  poverty 
of  Christian  sentiment,  discover¬ 
able  in  a  multitude  of  volumes, 
with  the  title  of  sermons,  that  now 
annually  issue  from  the  press. 
Instead  of  the  sound,  pungent, 
humbling,  and  eloquent  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  divine  truth  to  be  found 
in  the  theological  productions  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  we  find, 
too  often  substituted  cold,  phleg¬ 
matic  essays,  unhallowed  by  the 
unction  of  the  Holy  One,  and  con¬ 
taining  a  spurious,  flimsy,  relaxed 
morality,  enforced  chiefly  by  mo¬ 
tives  drawn  from  worldly  consi¬ 


derations.  The  essence  of  evan^ 
gelical  preaching,  the  doctrine  of 
the  Cross,  will  be  looked  for  in 
vain.  The  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
of  ethereal  temper,  is  thrown 
aside  as  useless  ;  and,  instead 
thereof,  are  employed  the  carnal 
weapons  of  mere  human  suasion. 

While,  however,  we  cannot  but 
deplore  the  great  number  of  these 
modern  and  barren  exhibitions  of 
divine  truth,  it  is  with  sincere 
pleasure  we  remark,  that  there 
have  been  published,  within 
some  years  past,  many  volumes 
of  sermons  that  serve,  in  some 
degree,  to  redeem  the  character 
of  our  age,  and  to  remedy  the 
evils  of  which  we  have  had  too 
much  reason  to  complain. 

Among  these  exceptions  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  correct  theological  taste, 
we  must  place  the  volume  before 
us.  With  all  its  defects,  we  view  it 
as  one  of  the  most  interesting  vo¬ 
lumes  of  practical  sermons  that 
have,  in  later  years,  come  from 
the  press. 

The  work  contains  a  corres¬ 
pondence  between  the  author 
and  the  celebrated  John  Newton, 
that  never  before  was  published, 
(on  which  w'e  shall  take  liberty 
hereafter  to  remark)  and  has  pre¬ 
fixed  a  “  brief  sketch  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  life,”  by  Professor  Wilson, 
The  appearance  of  the  title-page 
had  led  us  to  anticipate  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  author, 
from  the  pen  of  his  learned  and 
respected  biographer  ;  and  w’e 
could  not  but  regret  the  brevity 
of  the  narrative. 

From  the  bigraphical  “  sketch,” 
and  the  correspondence  also  of 
the  author  himself,  he  seems  to 
have  had  great  “  scruples”  and 
‘‘  perplexities”  in  entering  upon 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  “  Af- 
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ter  much  and  serious  reflection,”,' 
however,  with  “  the  advice  and  i 
direction”  of  the  Rev.%r.  New-' 
ton,  he  commenced  the  duties  of 
the  sacred  oflicc.  The  Sermons; 
before  us,  which  were  “  evident-  j 
ly  intended,  by  the  author,  for 
the  press,  were  prcj)ared  for: 
publication  in  the  year  1797,; 
while  he  was  minister  of  the  An¬ 
tiburgher  Church  at  VVhitehill,  in 
Scotland,  about-  36  miles  from 
Aberdeen.  The  author  himselfi 
tells  us,  that  “  in  copying  them 
for  the  press,  it  occurred  that  the 
arrangement,  in  a  few  instances, 
might  have  been  altered  to  advan¬ 
tage  :  but,  on  reflection,  it  was ; 
thought  proper  to  publish  them  | 
as  they  were  preached.”  Wei 
agree  ‘with  the  Rev.  Author,' 
that  in,  at  leasts  “a  few  in-; 
stances,”  the  arrangement  might; 
have  been  improved ;  but  we  i 
cannot  view  the  circumstance  of| 
their  being  published  in  the  form ! 
in  which  they  were  preached,  as' 
a  satisfactory  excuse  for  that! 
inelegance  and  inaccuracy  ofi 
composition  that  so  frequent¬ 
ly  occur.  Much  of  this  is, 
no  doubt,  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
bad  punctuation  of  the  book, 
which,  in  some  places,  renders 
the  meaning  quite  perplexed, 
and,  at  times,  absolutely  unintel¬ 
ligible. 

These  sermons  come  forth  into 
the  world  without  any  lofty  pre¬ 
tensions.  They  aspire  not  toj 
any  thing  superior,  in  brilliancy 
of  imagination,  in  strength  of  ta-  j 
lent,  delicacy  of  taste,  or  parade 
of  learning.  The  style  is  always ; 
plain,  at  times  harsh  and  uncouth, 
but  generally  neat,  simple,  per¬ 
spicuous,  and  nervous.  The  wri¬ 
ter  is  rather  too  fond  of  short  -, 
sentences  :  some  of  them  are  so 
elliptical  as  to  be  obscure,  but} 


most  of  them  are  pithy.  We 
have  here  no  wild  declamation, 
no  cold  jejune  morality,  nor  any 
ambition  to  gratify  the  taste,  the 
fancy,  or  the  corruptions  of  man. 
The  author  evidently  wrote  from 
higher  and  better  motives,  and 
had  in  view  the  good  of  Zion  and 
the  glory  of  her  King.  To  unfold 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and 
bring  it  home  to  the  conscience 
and  the  heart,  to  awaken  the 
careless,  to  detect  the  hypocrite, 
and  edify  the  saint — these  were 
the  leading  objects  to  which  every 
thing  is  directed. 

The  volume  contains  22  ser¬ 
mons,  though  the  subjects  dis¬ 
cussed  are  only  13  in  number. 
Many  of  them  were  delivered  on 
sacramental  occasions  ;  and  all  of 
them  are  remarkable  for  a  close, 
practical  discussion  of  the  text, 
and  a  searching  application  of  the 
truths  he  illustrated.  So  far  as 
the  nature  of  the  subjects  would 
admit,  he  discovers  a  thorough  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  “  old-fash¬ 
ioned”  Gospel,  and  a  deep  insight 
into  the  human  heart. 

The  texts  on  which  the  ser¬ 
mons  are  founded,  are  the  follow¬ 
ing; — Luke  xxiv.  50,  51,  52. 

1  Cor.  xii.  16 — 22.  Luke  xi.  13. 

2  Cor.  v.  11.  Isaiah  1.  4.  Matt, 

xxvi.  20 — 25.  Malachi  iii.  17. 
Mai.  iii.  10.  Prov.  xxiv.  30,  31, 
32.  1  Cor.  X.  13.  2  Tim.  i.  12. 

Zech.  iv.  6.  Zech.  iv.  7. 

That  the  reader  may  judge  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Rev. 
Author  treats  his  subjects,  we 
select,  as  a  pretty  fair  specimen, 
his  first  sermon,  on  an  exceeding¬ 
ly  beautiful  and  interesting  theme, 
which  was  preached  at  a  sacra¬ 
mental  occasion,  and  is  founded 
on  Luke  xxiv.  50 — 52.  “  And  he 
I  led  them  out,”  &ic. 

.After  some  introdfictorv  re- 
\  ^ 
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marks  on  the  interest  always  to 
be  attached  to  the  last  scenes  of 
those  “  whom  we  dearly  love,” 
especially  to  this  final  interview 
at  Bethany  between  Christ  and 
bis  disciples,  he  proceeds  to  con¬ 
sider  “  the  hrppiness  of  those 
who  were  witii  nirn,  and  saw  him 
ascend,”  and  divides  it  into  “  pre¬ 
cious  instruction^  blessed  attain¬ 
ment^  and  unspeakable  consola¬ 
tion,'^ 

The  instruction  they  obtained, 
he  sums  up  in  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  : 

1.  “At  Bethany,  tliey  g:ot  a  signal 
proof  and  display  of  Christ’s  divinity.” 

2.  “  They  were  confirmed  in  the 
reality,  and  instructed  concerning  the 
nature  of  Christ’s  resurrection.” 

3.  “  They  were  instructed  about  his 
ascension.” 

4.  “  They  learned  that  Christ’s 
finished  work  was  acceptable  to  the 
Bather,  and  accepted  by  him.” 

5.  “  They  got  instruction  about  ano¬ 
ther  matter  of  the  greatest  importance, 
that  death  made  no  change  or  altera¬ 
tion,  either  in  his  love  to  them,  or  the 
execution  of  his  mediatory  offices  in 
tlieir  behalf.” 

8.  “  That,  great  as  their  happiness 
was,  while  they  enjoyed  Christ’s  bodily 
prescjice,  the  want  of  it  would  be 
abundantly  compensated  by  his  gra¬ 
cious  presence.” 

7.  “  That  as  with  him,  so  with  them, 
the  cross  is  the  way  to  the  crown.” 

TIere  we  cannot  refrain  from 
quoting  a  part  of  this  last  particu¬ 
lar,  as  a  specimen  of  the  author’s 
mode  of  composition  : 

“  lie  drank  of  the  brook  in  the  way, 
and  lifted  up  his  head ;  and  so  shall 
they.  His  ascension  of  itself  taught 
them  this  lesson  ;  and  it  was  peculiarly 
evident,  from  the  place  from  which  he 
chose  to  ascend — Mount  Olivet.  There 
he  lately  gave  a  proof  of  his  humanity, 
and  sinless  infirmity,  and  amazing  love 
to  sinners,  when,  bearing  the  wrath  of 
God,  he  sweat  great  drops  of  blood : 


now  in  the  same  place  he  gives  a  proof 
and  displ^  of  his  divinity  in  ascending. 
There,  l^fc?ly,  he  was  not  only  in  an 
agony,  but  suffered  the  greatest  igno¬ 
miny  ;  there  the  band  of  soldiers  came 
to  apprehend  him ;  and,  in  the  very 
same  place  where  his  enemies  seemed 
to  triumph,  he  led  captivity  captive, 
and  completely  triumphed  over  them 
all.  The  same  mount  gave  him  a  pas¬ 
sage  both  to  the  cross  and  the  crown. 
From  the  place  where  Christ  suffered 
God’s  wrath,  he  chose  to  ascend  to  sit 
down  at  his  right  hand;  and  in  the 
very  place  where  his  friends  saw  his 
greatest  distress,  they  also  saw  his 
glory.  Places  are  to  us  what  God 
made  them ;  and  what  is  now  a  place 
of  weeping,  may,  in  a  little,  be  a  place 
of  triumph.” 

II.  The  author’s  second  object 
is — “  to  mention  some  of  those 
blessed  attainments,  which  were 
another  part  of  their  happiness  at 
Bethany.” 

He  gives  the  following  as  spe¬ 
cimens  : 

1.  “It  was  a  happy  attainment  to  be 
singled  out  as  witnesses  of  such  an 
event,  and  admitted  to  such  familiarity 
with  their  Master,  immediately  before 
his  entrance  into  glory.” 

2.  “Their  doubts  and  fears  about 
themselves,  and  the  good  cause  which 
they  had  espoused  were  removed.” 

3.  “  They  received  the  blessing, 
which,  while  unspeakably  valuable  in 
itself,  was  made  still  more  so  by  many 
additional  considerations.” 

4.  “They  attained  also  security  and 
encouragement  for  every  future  period 
of  their  lives.” 

5.  “  They  had  certain  knowdedge, 
not  only  where  their  Master  was 
gone,  but  of  the  design  of  his  depar¬ 
ture.” 

III.  His  third  heiid  of  discourse 
is — that  “  the  disciples  had  strong 
consolation  and  unspeakable  joy.” 
The  reasons  he  assigns  are  that 

1.  “Olirist  had  overcome  all  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  was  exaited  to  glory.” 


Ar«D  REVIEW 


2.  “  Zion’i  greatest  trials  were 
aver.” 

3.  “  They  were  assured  that  in  a 
very  little  they  would  be  with  him.” 

4.  They  obtained  an  assurance  of 
Christ's  coming  again  in  power  and 
great  glory.” 

The  author  then  concludea 
with  some  inferences,  suited,  in 
some  measure,  to  the  occasion 
on  which  the  discourse  was  de¬ 
livered. 

The  reader  must  have  admi¬ 
red  the  neatness  and  simplicity 
with  which  the  author  \to  use 
an  expression  of  which  he  is 
very  fond)  “  opens  up”  his  text. 
Wc,  however,  think  that  in  this 
first  discourse,  with  all  its  me¬ 
rit,  there  is  not  a  sufficient  dis¬ 
tinctness  of  ideas  preserved  be¬ 
tween  the  different  heads.  We 
must  also  protest  against  the  too 
frequent  use  of  the  past  instead 
of  tlie  present  tense — as  when 
speaking  of  the  Lord  Jesus  :  p.  4. 
“  Nothing  could  be  of  greater  im¬ 
portance  to  them  than  to  know 
whether  Christ  was  indeed  the 
I  God.”  And,  again:  “Either  Je¬ 

sus  of  Nazareth  was  the  true 
God,  or  the  greatest  impostor.” 
So,  also,  p.  5.  “  W'hile  here,  he 
always  said  that  he  was  the  true 
God  and  p.  7.  “  His  ascension 
WAS  necessary.  If  he  was  a  di¬ 
vine  person,  he  could  not  always 
1  dwell  upon  earth.” 

In  p.  6.  the  author,  speaking 
of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  calls 
it  “  the  great  fundamental  doc- 
I  trine,^^  instead  of  the  great  funda- 

I  mental  fact,  that  is,  “  of  the  last 

importance  in  the  Christian  reli¬ 
gion.” 

The  transposition  of  the  ad¬ 
verb  from  its  proper  place,  and 
!  the  use  of  the  adjective  for  the 

:  adverb,  as  well  as  the  omission 
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of  the  article,  are  faults  in  the 
style  that  occur  too  often. 

As  favourable  specimens  of  the 
author’s  manner,  we  subjoin  the 
following  paragraphs.  In  the  se¬ 
cond  sermon,  from  the  text  1 
Cor.  xvi.  22.  at  the  63d  page,  he 

observes — 

« 

“Divine  threatenings,  however  se¬ 
vere  they  may  appear,  are  a  great 
iriercy.  There  scarcely  can  be  a  great-^ 
er  mercy  than  fairly  to  warn  men  of 
their  daiiger.  Were  any  person  about 
to  fall  headlong  from  the  brink  of  a  pre¬ 
cipice,  no  kinder  office  could  be  per¬ 
formed  than  to  warn  him  of  hla  danger, 
and  use  every  possible  mean  to  prevent 
his  ruin.  Sinners  are  on  the  brink  of 
eternal  ruin.  While  out  of  Christ, 
there  b  nothing  between  them  and  hell 
but  the  breath  of  their  nostrils.  The 
Gospel,  preached  With  such  certifica¬ 
tion  of  danger  as  we  have  in  this  text, 
warns  every  man.  It  points  out  our 
bane  and  antidote.  When  such  as  love 
not  Christ  are  pronounced  accursed ; 
it  is  like  the  call  given  by  Lot  to  his 
sons-in-law,  Gen.  xix.  14.  ‘Up,  get  ye 
out  of  this  place;  for  the  Lord  will 
destroy  thb  city and  it  is  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  that  often  the  most  faithful 
warnings  have  no  better  success : 

‘  he  seemed  to  them  as  one  that  mock¬ 
ed.’  If  there  is  great  wrath  in  tlib 
curse,  Gospel  hearers  liave  the  more 
need  to  consider,  and  lay  down  the 
weapons  of  their  rebellion.  While  thb 
and  such  texts  stand  in  the  Bible,  sin¬ 
ners,  in  a  land  of  light,*  can  never  pre¬ 
tend  that  they  are  not  properly  warned : 
if  they  read,  they  are  warn^  ;  if  not, 
they  increase  their  sin  by  neglecting 
that  which  b  at  once  their  duty  and 
privilege.  All  who  are  now  hearing, 
must  recollect  that  they  are  expressly 
warned ;  for.  if  any  man  in  this  assem¬ 
bly  love  not  Chrbt,  let  him  be  Anathe-  ' 
ma,  Maran-atha. 

“  Thb  subject  further  informs  us,'  thali 
while  all  who  love  not  Christ  are  guilty 
of  great  sin,  the  hypocrite  is  a  sinner  of 
peculiar  magnitude  and  deep  die.  In 
common  with  others,  he  has  all  tha  ill 
of  not  loving  Christ.  He  has  tlie  su- 
peradded  ill  of  lying  to  the  Redeemer, 
and  mocking  hb  omnbcience.  He  ho¬ 
nours  him  with  the  lip.  b«t  the  heart  i% 
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lar  from  him.  He  betrays  him  with  a 
kiss,  anti  wounds  him  in  the  house  ofhis 
friends.  AVhile  the  conduct  of  the  hy¬ 
pocrite  is  awfuiiy  heinous,  it  is  equally 
absurd.  If  it  is  not  a  g^ood  thing;  to  love 
Christ,  wily  do  you  profess  it  f  If  it  is, 
why  do  you  not  practise  it  ?  You  now 
alfect  a  superior  deg;rce  of  holiness  to 
many  of  your  neighbours,  and  shun  the 
common  crowd  of  Christ’s  enemies  as 
too  wdcked  for  you.  Matters  will  alter. 
Hereafter,  if  you  die  in  your  present 
situation,  the  common  damned  will 
shun  your  society  as  fiends  less  foul. 
Bethink  yourselves.  Hyjiocrites  have 
the  chief  place  in  hell.  Your  charac¬ 
ter  ib  odious  on  every  hand.  God  hates 
it,  and  so  do  his  saints.  Simiers  too 
hold  .the  character  of  the  hypocrite  in 
abhorrence.  He  is  odious  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  for  pretending  to  be  what  he  is 
not ;  and  to  the  latter,  for  what  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  be.” 

From  the  third  sermon,  on 
Luke  xi.  13.  we  select  the  follotv- 
ing  passages  : 

P.76.  “From  the  throne  of  grace, 
God  has  nothing  to  give  a  sinner  ex¬ 
cept  zraee^  an  article  invariably  de¬ 
spised  by  the  rich  and  esteemed  only  by 
the  indifiient.  It  is  a  feeling  sense  of 
this  which  makes  him  apply  with  fer¬ 
vency  for  tliat  mercy  which  is  rich  and 
free.” 

P.  77.  “  It  is  amazing  c  ondescension 
in  Him  who  is  rich,  not  only  to  supply 
the  poor,  though  at  the  expense  of  be¬ 
coming  }X)or  himself,  but  to  instruct 
them  to  apply  to  him,  and  teach  them 
the  art  of  Legging.^’* 

P.  70.  “  The  fervent  wrestler  will 
hang  about  God’s  hand  like  the  child 
about  his  father,  refusing  to  let  him  go. 
Importunity  glorifies  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions.  It  can  appeal  to  God’s  omni¬ 
science  about  sincerity,  as  it  pours  out 
the  heart  before  him.  It  reflects  ho¬ 
nour  on  his  goodness  and  benevolence, 
as  it  will  not  go  away  without  the  bless¬ 
ing.  It  eminently  magnifies  his  faith¬ 
fulness,  as  it  embraces  the  promise, 
holds  it  fast,  and  must  have  it  accom¬ 
plished.” 

From  the  fifth  sermon,  on  2 
Cor.  V.  11.  we  quote  the  follow¬ 
ing,  as  in  the  author’s  most  elo¬ 
quent  manner  : 


P.  126—130.  “  The  terror  of  th» 
Lord  will  be  fully  inflicted  in  the  othei? 
W'orld.  Then  only  does  the  sinner  get 
his  due.  That  [period  the  apostle  has 
chiefly  in  his  eye.  Here  every  sinner 
has  a  multitude  of  mercies.  There  he 
has  none.  Then  only  does  the  wrath  of 
the  Lamb  begin  to  burn.  -Vote  is  the 
accepted  time,  and  the  pericxl  of  God’s 
patience. 

“  To  describe  the  terror  of  the  Lord 
after  death  exceeds  the  wisdom  and 
eloquence  of  angels.  God  has  said 
much  concerning  it  in  his  word.  We 
ought  to  search  the  Scriptures,  that  wc 
may  be  furnished  with  such  knowledge 
of  future  wrath  as  will  warn  us  to  fly 
from  it. 

“  The  terror  of  the  Lord  in  the  othei* 
world  may  be  divided  into  diflerent 
parts,  to  enable  us  to  form  some  suita- 
i  ble  conceptions  of  it. 

I  “  7’here  is  the  terror  of  the  tribunal 
and  judgment.  The  great  Judge  and 
every  oflbndcr  must  meet.  The  trump 
will  sound,  the  call  will  be  given — 
Awake,  ye  dead,  and  come  to  judg¬ 
ment;  and  willing  or  unwilling,  they 
must  all  obey  !  No  wonder  that  guilty 
sinners  shriek^  and  ‘try  to  hide  them¬ 
selves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of 
the  mountains,  and  cry  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide 
us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on 
the  throne,  and  from  tlie  wrath  of  the 
Lamb  :  for  the  great  day  of  his  w'ralh 
is  come;  and  who  sluill  be  able  to 
stand  !’  The  J  utlge  comes  in  his  glor}*^ ; 
and  every  sinner  must  appear  before 
him,  and  give  an  account  of  his  every 
deed,  w'ord,  and  thought,  wdiere  not  one 
was  gooil !  Awrful  beyond  expression 
must  his  situation  be  !  In  the  entrance 
of  the  solemn  scene,  the  splendour  of 
the  Judge  will  overwhelm  him,  and  an 
awakened  conscience  will  anticipate 
the  sentence  1  Besides,  multitudes  of 
God’s  enemies  have  already  been  long 
in  the  place  of  punishment,  and  come 
out  of  it  (if  they  conic  out,  or  rather 
do  not  bring  it  along  with  them)  not  to 
abate  their  pain  ;  for  they  w'ould  pre¬ 
fer  the  hottest  place  in  hell  to  a  sight 
of  the  Judge  on  his  tribunal,  and  a 
reckoning  with  him  1  The  Judge  is 
seated — the  book.®  are  opened — the  cri¬ 
minal  is  summoned — and  all  that  he  has 
done  is  brouglit  under  careful  review, 
and  judged  wath  strict  justice  and  the 
greatest  impartiality  t  Well  may  we 
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ask,  ‘Where  then  shall  the  wicked 
and  ungodly  appear  ?’  May  not  the 
Judge  be  deceived?  hi  such  a  vast 
crowd  of  important  business,  may  not 
some  things  escape  his  notice  ?  Amidst 
the  amazing  multitude,  which  no  finite 
power  can  number,  may  not  some  indi¬ 
vidual  pass  unnoticed?  The  omni¬ 
science  of  the  J  udge  renders  these  things 
impossible,  and  scarcely  leaves  room  for 
supiwsition  itself.  Might  not  then  a  sin¬ 
gle  person  or  two  creep  over  to  his 
right  hand  ?  Indeed  they  dare  not !  A 
single  glance  of  his  eye  would  strike 
terror  to  their  hearts ! 

“  Shall  all  be  there  that  day  ?  Yes,  all 
who  ever  w’cre,  are,  or  shall  be — all, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  The 
haughty  monarch,  who  in  this  world 
was  screened  by  the  pitiful  maxim, 
‘The  king  can  do  no  evil,  and  is  not 
accountable,’  will  find  such  language 
of  no  avail  at  that  tribunal !  There  he 
must  account  for  the  lives  and  pro{Terty 
of  those  over  whom  he  reigned,  and 
thousands  slain  at  his  instance  will 
stand  as  ready  proof  against  him,  curs¬ 
ing  the  day  w  hen,  to  gratify  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  tliey  sjK>rted  with  death,  and  were 
hurried  to  the  dread  tribunal. 

C nt  off  even  in  the  blossom  of  their  siu. 

No  reck’ning'  made,  but  sent  to  their  account 

With  all  their  imperfections  on  their  head.’’ 

Then  ever}"  motive  for  beginning  and 
continuing  the  scourge  of  w"ar  will  be 
weighed  in  an  etpial  and  unerring  ba¬ 
lance.  Then  he  wall  find,  what  he 
might  have  knowm  before,  that  ‘  To- 
phet  is  ordained  of  old  ;  yea,  for  the 
king  it  is  prepared.’  The  crafty  states¬ 
man  and  politician,  too,  must  be  there, 
and  all  his  measures  shall  be  measured 
again  bv  a  rule  wdikh  seldom  occurred 
to  him  !  The  oppressor  too,  tmd  the 
oppressed,  shall  be  there  !  A  vast  con¬ 
course  !  The  beggar  and  the  Gospel 
hearer,  and  you  and  !,  must  be  there ! 
Every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  all  his 
enemies  shall  have  ample  justice ! 

“  There  is  the  terror  of  the  sentence. 
The  judgment  being  finished,  sentence 
will  be  pronounced  agaiiist  all  his  ene¬ 
mies — a  sentence  replete  with  terror : 

‘  Then  shall  he  say  unto  them  on  the 
left  hand.  Depart  from  rne,  ye  cursed, 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.’  Here  every 
word  is  emphatic,  important,  and  de- ! 
cisive ;  and  "will  be  pronounced  with  | 


infinite  majesty,  and  with  an  holy  In* 
dignation  wliich  will  pierce  every 
hearty  7'his  sentence  is  just,  final,  and 
irreversible ;  and  will  be  pronounced 
with  an  authority  which  neither  can  be 
disputed,  nor  disobeyed.  From  this 
sentence  there  can  be  no  appeal.  Eve¬ 
ry  mouth  shall  be  stopped.  His  ene¬ 
mies  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  pu¬ 
nishment.  Thus, 

“There  will  alf^o  be  the  terror  of 
the  txecidion.  The  sentence  w"ill  be 
executed  without  the  least  delay.  The 
enemies  of  the  Judge,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  shall  be  turned  into  hell.  The 
suflerings  of  the  damned  there,  joining 
the  severity  and  duration  together,  U 
the  precise  amount  of  the  terror  of  the 
Lord  ;  but  who  can  tell  or  reckon  up 
that  amount  !  We  can  only  have  very 
faint  conceptions  of  devouring  flames 
and  everlasting  burnings. 

“  All  the  miseries  of  this  life  bear  no 
proportion,  and  scarcely  have  the  least 
semblance  to  the  torments  of  hell.  The 
godly  have  the  greatest  share  of  trials 
here :  but  they  are  all  mixed  with 
mercy.  Hell  is  pure,  iinmixed  wrath. 
Sinners  who  sufi*cr  most  in  this  world, 
are  only  sprinkled  with  a  few  drops  of 
Divine  wrath ;  but  m  hell  the  waves 
roll  over  them.  Here  they  only  take, 
as  it  w'ere,  a  small  sip  of  the  cup  of 
wrath;  there  they  drink  the  bitter 
dregs.  To  assist  us  in  our  conceptions 
of  Divine  w  rath,  we  should  carefully 
consider  how  terrible  it  was  to  Christ. 
Falling  upon  him,  it  made  him  sweat 
great  drops  of  blood,  and  cry  out  in 
extreme  agony,  ‘  My  God,  my  GckI, 
w  hy  hast  thou  forsaken  me  .^’  If  it  was 
so  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  it  be  iu 
fuel  dried,  and  already  attracting  the 
flames  of  wrath ! 

“  Attempting  to  describe  the  terror 
of  the  Lord  as  inflicted  in  the  other 
world,  the  heart  fail.’*,  and  the  mind 
sinks  under  the  aw’ful  and  arduous, 
task  !  One  thing  is  certain  :  these  tor¬ 
ments  never  abate,  nor  come  to  an 
end;  and  the  longest  use  and  habit 
never  make  them  in  the  least  degree 
more  tolerable.  Awiiil  eternity  1  But 
the  mind  recoils. — May  a  gr-acioiis  God 
grant  that  W’e  may  never  go  to  the  place 
1  of  punishment,  where  these  terrors  are 
felt,  and  known  in  their  utmost  ex 
tent  Ill”  r 

(7b  he  ronf'hfftfit  in  rrttr  /yprt.' 
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An  account  oj  the  Funeral  Ceremo¬ 
nies  of  a  Burman  Priest^  com- 
municated  to  the  Society  institu¬ 
ted  in  Bcngaly  for  inquiring 
into  •the  history  and ’ antiquities 
of  the  artSy  scienceSy  and  lite¬ 
rature  y  of  Asia.  By  William 
Carey,  D.  D. 


The  manner  in  which  diffet’ent 
nations  dispose  of  their  dead  is 
one  of  those  circumstances  which 
have  been  thought  worthy  of  pe- 
cuJiar  notice  by  all  who  have 
studied  the  history  of  man,  as  it 
is  in  most  instances  connected 
with  the  idea  which  they  enter¬ 
tain  respecting  a  future  state. 

Those  nations,  who  believe  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection, 
practise  inhumation.  The  Hin¬ 
doos  and  other  nations,  who  be¬ 
lieve  the  doctrine  of  the  metemp¬ 
sychosis,  and  consider  tire  as  the 
element  which  purifies  all  things, 
usually  burn  their  dead,  with  a 
variety  of  ceremonies  suited  to 
those  religious  notions  which  are 
peculiar  to  the  different  sects. 
The  inhabitants  of  Thibet y  differ¬ 
ing  from  most  other  nations,  either 
totally  neglect  the  bodies  of  their 
dead,  or  treat  them  in  a  manner 
which  to  us  appears  highly  bar¬ 
barous. 

The  Burmans  burn  their  dead 
like  the  HindooSy  though  with  a 
great  difference  in  the  method 
and  the  attendant  ceremonies. 
With  them,  the  wood  of  the  coffin 
(which  is  made  larger  and  strong¬ 
er  than  with  us)  is  nearly  all  the 
fuel  used  to  consume  the  bodies 
of  the  common  people.  The 
priests,  or  Poongeesy  are,  like 
them,  burnt  by  the  wood  of  their 
own  coffins  ;  but  the  fire  is  com¬ 
municated  by  means  of  rockets. 
As  this  is  a  very  singular  prac¬ 
tice,  and  has  not  been  noticed  by 


any  writer  which  1  have  met  with, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  communicate 
to  the  Asiatic  Society  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  the  funeral  cere¬ 
monies  of  a  Pongee  or  Burman 
priest,  as  communicated  by  my 
son,  Mr.  Felix  Carey,  who  re¬ 
sides  at  Rangoouy  and  was  an  eye¬ 
witness  thereto. 

“  The  man  whose  funeral 
cefemonies  I  am  going  to  de¬ 
scribe  died  about  two  years  ago. 
After  the  death  of  a  PongeCy  the 
body  is  embalthed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  :  First,  the  intestines 
are  taken  out;  after  which  the 
body  is  filled  with  spices  of  differ¬ 
ent  kinds,  and  the  opening  sewed 
up.  A  layer  of  wax  is  then  laid 
all  over  the  body,  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  admission  of  air ;  upon 
that  is  put  a  layer  composed  of 
lac  and  some  other  ingredients, 
and  the  whole  covered  over  with 
leaf-gold.  The  body  of  this  per¬ 
son  was  stretched  out  at  full 
length,  with  the  arms  laid  over 
the  breast.  When  one  of  these 
people  dies,  the  body  is  thus  pre¬ 
pared  at  the  house  where  he  died. 
After  about  twelve  months  the 
corpse  is  removed  to  a  house 
built  for  that  purpose,  where  it  is 
kept  a  year  or  two  longer,  till 
the  Pongees  order  it  to  be  burnt. 
At  one  of  these  places  I  saw  the 
body  of  this  man,  about  a  month 
before  it  was  taken  out  for  the 
purpose  of  being  destroyed.  It 
was  then  placed  upon  a  stage, 
which  was  in  a  bouse  made  like 
one  of  their  Kuimsy*  rising  in  a 


*  This  is  ihe  name  of  the  buildings  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Burman  priests,  who  live  in 
societies  subject  to  the  chief  of  tlie  Kuiniy 
who  is  distinguished  by  his  age  or  learning. 
The  Kuifna  are  a  sort  of  colleges,  where 
instruction  is  given  to  any  one  who  wishes 
for  it ;  but  the  members  are  subject  to  a- 
discipline  not  very  different  from  that  of 
monastery. 
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conical  form,  and  about  thirty  were  drawn  in  procession,  one 
feet  in  height.  The  stage  was  after  another,  in  the  following 
made  of  bamboos  and  wood,  and  order:  First,  six  or  eight  flags 
the  house  which  contained  it  was  were  carried  ;  these  were  fol- 
covered  with  paper,  and  overlaid  lowed  by  a  number  of  dancing 
with  leaf-gold.  By  the  side  of  boys  and  girls  ;  then  the  car- 
this  stage  lay  the  coffin  in  which  riages  with  the  figures,  some 
the  body  was  to  be  carried  out ;  drawn  by  boys,  and  others  by 
this  also  was  overlaid  with  gold,  bullocks,  followed  ;  and  after 
and  ornamented  with  several  them  went  a  number  of  young 
figures,  designed  to  represent;  w^omen,  dancing  and  singing,  with 
death  in  a  variety  of  forms.  Injan  older  woman  between  each 
the  court-yard  two  large  four-!  row,  to  keep  them  in  order, 
wheeled  carriages  were  prepar-  Women  were  never  known  to 
ing,  one  to  carry  the  coffin,  and  attend  such  processions  before, 
the  other  the  stage  with  its  appa-  but  this  was  done  in  consequence 
ratus.  The  carriage  in  which  of  a  particular  order  from  the 
the  corpse  was  to  be  drawn  had  viceroy.  On  this  occasion  even 
another  stage  built  upon  it,  simi-  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the 
lar  to  the  one  in  the  house,  only  principal  officers  of  government 
it  was  larger,  and  fixed  upon  an  were  obliged  to  dance,  some  with 
elephant,  made  in  a  kneeling  pos-  umbrellas  held  over  them,  and 
ture.  others  under  an  awning  large 

When  the  time  for  the  ceremo- 1  enough  to  shade  forty  or  fifty 
ny  approached,  the  principal  |  persons,  and  supported  by  six  or 
people  of  every  street  were  com-!  eight  men  ;  last  of  all  followed  the 
manded  eacli  to  prepare  a  rocket,  men  in  like  manner,  singing,  clap- 
and  an  image  (the  shape  of  some  ping  their  hands,  and  dancing, 
animal,)  to  which  the  rocket  w^as  with  two  men  between  each  row 
to  be  fixed.  Besides  these  large  to  keep  them  in  order, 
rockets,  a  great  number  of  smaller  The  people  of  each  street  at¬ 
ones  were  also  prepared,  as  well  tended  their  own  carriages,  and 
as  other  fireworks.  The  Btirnian  in  this  manner  proceeded  round 
new  year  began  either  on  the  the  town,  one  company  after  an- 
13th  or  14th  of  April  (I  do  not  other.  The  figures  were  very 
exactly  remember  which,)  when  large,  much  larger  than  the  ani- 
the  festival  celebrated  by  sprink-  raals  they  were  intended  to  repre- 
ling  of  water  commenced,  which  sent.  Some  of  them  were  repre- 
would  have  continued  six  or  sentations  of  bufifciJoes,  others  of 
seven  days,  had  not  the  viceroy  bulls,  lions,  bears,  elephants, 
put  a  stop  to  it,  to  admit  of  the  horses,  or  men.  There  were 
burning  of  this  Telapoy,  On  (he  not  less  than  thirty,  of  a  very 
17th,  the  figures  to  which  the  |  large  size,  about  thirty  feet  in 
rockets  were  to  be  fastened  were  height,  and  a  great  number  of 
drawn  in  procession  round  the  ■  smaller  ones, 
town  ;  and  from  this  day  to  thej  The  next  day  was  spent  in 
end  of  the  ceremony,  all  the  =  drawing  the  body  of  the  Pongee 
people  of  the  town  and  its  vicini-  in  his  carriage,  backwards  and 
ty,  both  male  and  female,  were  forwards,  or  rather  in  pulling 
compelled  to  assist.*  The  figures? against  each  other.  All  the  peo- 
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pie,  being  divided  into  two  par¬ 
ties,  drew  the  corpse,  from  the 
place  where  it  formerly  was,  to 
an  extensive  valley,  near  the 
bill  where  it  was  to  he  burnt. 
In  the  front  of  the  valley  the 
viceroy  had  a  temporary  house 
erected,  from  which  he  could 
view  the  whole  show.  Four  ca¬ 
bles  were  fastened  to  the  axle- 
tree  of  the  carriage,  two  each 
way  ;  these  were  held  by  the 
people,,  who  every  now  and  then 
uttered  a  loud  shout,  and  pulled 
both  ways  at  the  same  lime.  That 
day  neither  party  gained  any  ad¬ 
vantage  over  the  other,  till  near 
evening,  when  one  of  the  cables 
broke,  and  the  opposite  party 
gained  the  victory. 

The  folio vving  day  they  dis¬ 
charged  the  large  rockets.  Early 
in  the  morning  they  carried  all 
the  figures  and  their  rockets  from 
the  town,  and  each  of  these 
figures  was  fixed  upon  a  carriage 
of  four  wheels,  and  the  rockets 
were  secured,  by  rattan  loops,  to 
strong  ropes,  which  passed  be¬ 
tween  the  feet  of  the  animal,  so 
that,  when  discharged,  they, 
sliding  on  the  ropes,  ran  along 
the  ground.  Some  of  these  rockets 
^vere  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in 
length,  and  from  three  to  four  in 
circumference,  made  of  strong 
timber,  and  secured  by  iron 
hoops,  and  rattan  lashings.  The 
last  of  them,  when  discharged, 
ran  over  a  boy  of  ten  or  twelve 
years  old,  who  died  in  a  few 
minutes;  three  or  four  grown-up 
persons  were  also  much  hurt. 
Towards  evening  a  great  number 
of  fireworks  were  discharged, 
which  made  a  very  fine  appear¬ 
ance. 

The  next  day  w’as  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed  for  blowing  up  the  corpse. 
On  this  occasion,  a  quarrel  arose  1 


between  the  two  parties  who  had 
pulled  the  former  day,  the  party 
which  had  been  unsuccessful,  in¬ 
sisting  that  the  cables  bad  been 
cut,  and  not  broken,  by  th^i  op¬ 
posite  party ;  they  therefore  pre¬ 
sented  a  petition  to  the  viceroy, 
requesting  that  they  might  hare 
another  trial  at  pulling.  This 
was  granted  ;  upon  which,  having 
procured  four  new  European 
cables  from  the  ships  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  they  recommenced  their 
trial  of  strength  ;  however,  the 
party  which  had  been  victorious 
before  won  again,  and  broke  the 
cables  of  the  other.  The  unsuc¬ 
cessful  party  was  not  yet  satisfied, 
but  insisted  on  another  trial  of 
strength  the  following  day.  That 
day  neither  party  obtained  the 
victory,  upon  which  the  viceroy 
issued  an  order  to  stop  the  con¬ 
test,  and  to  burn  the  Telapoyihe, 
nest  day,  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

That  day  the  corpse  was  burnt 
in  a  temporary  house,  erected 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  shape  of 
a  Kuim^  with  a  stage  in  it  upon 
which  the  coffin  was  set  to  be 
burnt.  This  was  performed  with 
small  rockets,  fixed  upon  ropes 
with  rings  of  rattan,  so  as  to  slide 
along  them,  from  the  top  of  a  bill, 
to  the  coffin,  which  was  placed  on 
the  top  of  anafher  hill.  The 
rockets,  being  discharged,  slided 
along  the  ropes,  over  the  inter¬ 
mediate  valley,  to  the  coffin, 
which  was  set  on  fire  by  them, 
land,  with  its  contents,  quickly 
!  consumed.” 


PRACTICAL  CONTEMPLATIONS. 

True  and  empty  Desires, 

MANY,  while  hearing  that  the 
desire  of  grace  is  grace,  conclude 
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they  have  grace,  because  they  fore  dare  not  go.  But,  this  is 
have  desires.  But  it  is  to  be  if  a  patient  should  say,  I  am  sick’ 
feared  that  the  desire  of  many  is  very  sick,  and  therelore  dare  not 
like  that  of  the  sluggard,  of  whom  apply  to  the  physician  :  whereas 
it  is  said,  The  desire  of  the  sloth^  the  whole  need  not  a  physician, 
ful  killeth  him:  for  his  hands  re-  but  those  that  are  sick.  Ai*t  thou 
fuse  to  labour.  Prov.  xxi.  25.  ungodly  and  rebellious  ?  Consi- 
They  content  themselves  with  der,  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly^ 
desires,  but  put  forth  no  endea-  Horn.  v.  6.  And  he  received 
vours  ;  they  think  their  hearts  gifts  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebel- 
right,  though  their  hands  be  idle  ;  lions  also,  that  the  Lord  God  might 
and  this  slavs  them  :  For,  as  the  d^vell  among  them.  Psalm  Ixviii. 


soul  of  the  sluggard  desireth  and 
hath  nothing,  Prov.  xiii.  4.  so  it  is 
a  sign  there  is  no  grace,  where 
there  is  nothing  but  bare  desires. 
True  desires  of  grace  are  knozving 
desires  ;  they  spring  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  worth,  and  the 
need  of  grace  ; — They  are  rest¬ 
less  desires,  which  cannot  be  sa- 
tistied  in  the  want  of  grace  : — 
They  are  extensive  desires  ;  for 
it  is  not  small  measures  or  degrees 
of  it,  that  w  ill  serve  : — They  are 
laborious  desires,  taking  pains  and 
using  the  means  for  the  obtaining 
of  grace.  It  is  said,  through  desire 
a  man  having  separated  himself, 
seeketh  and  intermeddleth  xciih  all 
U'isdom.  Prov.xviii.  1.  A  man  w  ho 
hath  a  desire  .alter  w  isdom,  sepa¬ 
rates  himself  from  w  hat  may  ob¬ 
struct  or  hinder  him  there'm  ;  and 
he  intermeddleth  w  ith  .all  w  isdom, 
i.  e.  he  applies  himself  to  all  the 
means  likely  to  procure  it  Take 
heed,  therefore,  that  you  neither 
perish  for  want  of  desires  after 
grace,  nor  miscarry  fcr  want  of 
Joining  endeavours  with  desires. 

Sin  should  be  no  hinderance  from 
coming  to  Christ. 

Many  make  that  an  objection  to 
keep  them  from  Christ,  which 
ought  to  be  a  motive  to  hasten 
them  to  him.  They  say  they  are 
sinners — great  sinners,  and  there- 


18.  Art  thou  an  infamous  and  scan¬ 
dalous  sinner  ?  Such  w'ere  the 
publicans  and  harlots,  who  found 
mercy.  Such  was  .Manasseh,  ouq, 
who,  by  idolatry,  enchantments, 
and  shedding  innocent  bloody 
wrought  much  wickedness  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  :  yet  he  hum¬ 
bled  himself,  and  prayed,  and  the 
Lord  w  as  entreated  of  him,  and 
heard  his  supplication.  2  Chron. 
xxxiii.  12,  13.  Such,  before  con¬ 
version,  were  some  of  the  Corin¬ 
thians  likewise.  1  Cor.  vi.  .9,  &;c. 
Be  not  deceived,  neither  fornica¬ 
tors,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers, 
nor  effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  them¬ 
selves  with  tnaukind,  nor  theives, 
nor  covetous,  nor  extortioners,  shall 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  And 
such  were  some  of  you,  but  ye  are 
washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but 
\  ye  are  justified,  in  the  name  of  the 
J^rd  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God.  Hast  thou  not  only  ne- 
jglected,  but  rejected;  not  only 
I  despised  and  turned  thy  back 
,  upon,  but  even  opened  thy  mouth 
against  the  w'ays  of  God  ?  Yet 
see  how  wisdom  invites  scorners 
to  accept  of  grace.  Prov.  i.  22, 

1 2.3.  Hast  thou  nothing  but  sin 
I  and  unrighteousness,  and  yet  hast 
i  stubbornly  gone  on,  and  been 
stout  against  God,  neither  fearing 
his  threatenings,  nor  regarding  his 
judgments  ?  Yet,  hear  what  he 
Isaith.  Isai.  xlvi.  12.  Hearken  unto 
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ffif,  ye  stout -heaMed  that  are  far 
from  righteousness,  I  bring  near 
my  righteousness,  it  shall  7iot  be 
far  o^':  and  my  salvation  shall 
not  tarry,  ^c.  Great  sinners,  yea 
the  chief  of  sinners,  have  obtain¬ 
ed  mercy.  1  Tim.  i.  15.  And  to 
such,  Christ,  upon  his  resurrec¬ 
tion,  sends  his  Gospel,  declaring, 
that  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins  should  be  preached  in  his 
name  among  all  nations,  beginning 
at  Jerusalem^  Luke  miv.  47. 
They  were  to  begin  to  preach 
peace,  where  the  Prince  of  peace 
had  lately  been  crucified — even  at 
Jerusalem,  and  in  Jei^salem,  he 
sends  it  to  his  betrayers  and  mur¬ 
derers  : — and  among  his  murder¬ 
ers,  to  those  who  had  been  the 
chief: — to  JJnnas,  and  Caiaphas, 
with  their  kindred.  Acts  iv.  6,  7. 
Yea,  to  the  high  priest,  the  chief 
priests,  and  the  council.  Acts  v. 
29—32.  Say  not,  thy  sins  are 
great,  and  therefore  thou  dost  not 
dare  to  go  to  Christ :  this  is  to 
add  to  them  the  greatest  sin  of 
all,  viz.  unbelief.  But  say,  be¬ 
cause  my  sins  arc  *  great,  there¬ 
fore  the  more  need  I  have  to  go 
to  this  Saviour. 

The  pardoning  God. 

As  it  is  the  glory  of  a  man  to 
pass  over  a  transgression,  Prov. 
xix.  11.,  so  God  accounts  it  his 
glory  to  pardon  sin.  Moses  be¬ 
sought  the  Lord  to  show  him  his 
glory,  Exod.  xxxiii.  18.  accord¬ 
ingly  God  descended  in  a  cloud, 
and  passed  before  him,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
merciful,  and  gracious,  long-suf¬ 
fering,  and  abundant  in  goodness 
and  truth,  forgiving  iniquity  and 
transgression,  and  sin,  4*c.  Exod. 
xxxiv.  6 — 7.  The  goodness, 
grace,  and  pardoning  mercy  of 


God,  is  his  glory,  and  is  called 
the  seiches  of  his  glory.  Rom  ix. 
23.  Eph.  iii.  16.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  both  a  sin  and  a  shame,  for 
a  person  to  say,  his  iniquity  is 
greater  than  that  it  can  be  for¬ 
given  :  for  what  are  finite  sins  to 
infinite  mercy.  We  read  of  the 
reigning  of  sin  unto  death,  but  we 
also  read  ofgrac«  reigning  through 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life,  by 
Jesus  Christ.  Rom.  v.  21.'  We 
read  of  the  abounding  of  sin,  but 
of  the  s^fperabounding  of  grace 
also.  Ver.  20.  The  simple  verb, 
says  Zanchy,  signifies  to  overflow, 
like  a  spring  that  runs  forth 
plentifully,  that  all  may  partake 
of  it ;  but  a  preposition  is  added 
which  augments  the  sense  :  it  is 
to  abound  above  measure,  or  ex¬ 
ceedingly  to  overflow.  So  in  1 
Tim.  i.  14.  it  is  said,  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  was  exceeding  abun¬ 
dant.  It  abounded,  it  exceedingly 
abounded  :  and  it  must  needs  do 
so,  being  inflnite.  Wouldest 
thou  therefore  exalt  the  inflnity  of 
God’s  grace,  and  the  value  and 
virtue  of  Christ’s  blood,  say  not 
with  Cain,  my  iniquity  is  greater 
than  can  be  forgiven,  but  plead 
with  David,  For  thy  name^s  sake, 
Q  Lord,  pardon  mine  iniquity,  for 
it  is  great.  Psal.  xxv.  11. 

Pride  mistaken  for  Humility. 

Many  lake  that  for  humility, 
which  is  indeed  pride.  Such  arc 
they,  who,  though  tliey  see  their 
need  of  Christ,  and  w^ould  fain 
have  Christ,  yet,  because  they 
cannot  bring  a  heart  so  humbled 
and  broken  as  they  desire,  dare 
not  come  at  all.  To  be  sensible 
of  our  unworthiness  is  good  ;  but 
to  think  from  ourselves  to  raise 
any  thing  to  render  us  worthy,  is 
evil.  This  is  pride,  when  men 
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would  bnng  something  to  Christ, 
and  not  receive  all  from  him  ; 
and  this  is  true  humility,  for  a 
soul  to  be  nothing  in  itself,  and  to 
come  with  nothing  to  Christ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  invitation.  Come, 
buy  wine  and  milk  Tvithout  money 
and  without  price,  Isaiah  Iv.  1. 
Come  then  empty  of  self,  to  a  full 
Christ. 

True  Conversion, 

In  turning  from  sin,  it  is  natural 


meat  it  was  the  custom  for  many 
pious  persons  in  Edinburgh  to  at¬ 
tend.  On  their  journeying  to  and 
from  those  solemnities,  the  con¬ 
versation  commonly  took  a  seri¬ 
ous  turn,  and  was  sometimes 
highly  original  and  edifying.  Let 
the  following  serve  as  an  exam¬ 
ple  : — 

It  happened,  in  one  of  these 
journeys,  that  the  Psalms  of  Da¬ 
vid  were  the  subject  of  conver¬ 
sation,  and  the  question  was  start- 
for  poor  sin^ners  to  turn  to  their  i^d,  “  Whether  they  were  com¬ 
own  works.  To  that  which  was  posed  in  the  same  order,  as  to 
man’s  first  righteousness,  they  that  they  appear  in  our  Bi- 
are  prone  first  to  betake  them‘-[bles  ;  or  were  written  in  a  differ- 
selves.  They  would  do  some- 1  ent  order,  and  afterward  arranged 
thing  that  they  may  live,  rather  their  present  form  by  some 
than  believe  that  they  might  have  j  authorized  person  ?”  The  argu- 
life.  Whereas  true  repentance  j  on  to  consider- 

is  a  turning  from  sin  to  God  in  length;  some  supporting 

Christ;  and  not  a  turning  from  the  one  side,  and  others  the  other, 
sin  to  self  and  our  own  doing,  at  last  it  was  agreed  (as  I 
This  can  neither  make  amends  believe  is  commonly  done)  that 
for  sins  past,  as  all  we  can  do  is  latter  opinion  was  the  more 
but  present  duty,  nor  can  it  find  probable.  On  this,  an  old  man, 
acceptance  for  time  to  come,  as  '^bo  had  never  uttered  a  syllable 
it  is  only  in  the  Beloved  that  ouri^^*’*'^S  ^be  whole  discourse,  be- 
persons  and  services  can  be  ac-iS^*^  address  his  fellow-travel- 
cepted.  Take  heed,  therefore,  >ers.  “I  really  do  not  know,” 
either  of  staying  in  sinful  self,  be,  “  whether  the  Psalms 
or  turning  to  righteous  self ;  but  ^®re  written  in  the  very  order 
let  it  be  thy  desire,  with  the  apos-  ^bat  we  have  them  or  not,  nor  do 
tie  Paul,  to  be  found  in  Christy  not  f  ^bink  it  a  matter  of  any  great 
having  thy  own  righteousness  which  importance ;  for  they  could  not 
is  of  the  laWy  but  that  which  is  pos*ibly  have  been  arranged  bet- 
ihrough  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  I®**  than  they  are  at  present. 
righteousness  which  is  of  God,  by  /'b®^  exhibit,  in  succession,  a 

cif  tViA  f!tiriction’c 


faith,  Philip,  iii.  9. 


T.  S. 


faithful  picture  of  the  Christian’s 
life  ;  and  that,  surely,  was  the 
intention  of  God  concerning  them. 
What  is  more  natural,  for 
stance,  than  for  a  person  recently 
converted  from  the  evil  of  hift 
ways,  to  feel  a  deep  sense  of  his 
ABOUT  the  beginning  of  the  happy  change;  and  to  contrast 
last  century,  the  minister  at  the  character  and  fate  of  the 
Q,ueensferry  was,  if  I  recollect  righteous  with  that  of  the  wicked  / 
right,  a  Mr.  Kidd,  whose  sacra- 1  And  does  not  the, Psalm  de? 


BEAUTIFUL  THOUGHT  CONCERN¬ 
ING  THE  PSALMS. 
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scribe. this  very  circumstance  ? — 
Reflecting  on  the  stability  of  the 
Gospel  covenant,  and  the  strength 
that  is  treasured  up  in  the  Lord 
Jesus,  what  is  more  natural,  dur¬ 
ing  this  primitive  impulse  of  joy, 
than  to  treat  with  contempt  the 
threats  of  his  enemies,  especially 
of  those  among  his  unconverted 
brethren  who  have  been  the  most 
active  and  virulent  ?  And  does 
not  the  second  Psalm  begin  with 
these  words,  “  Why  do  the  hea¬ 
then  rage,  and  the  people  ima¬ 
gine  a  vain  thing  ?” — By  and  by, 
however,  he  begins  to  see  some¬ 
thing  of  the  evil  of  his  own  heart, 
and  to  feel  the  malice  of  his  nu¬ 
merous  foes.  The  enemies  that 
he  imagined  dead,  he  is  grieved 
to  see  revived,  and  revived 
against  him  in  greater  numbers 
than  ever.  Under  this  impres¬ 
sion,  what  can  he  do  ?  he  sees 
himself  unable,  utterly  unable,  to 
withstand  their  eiforts.  He  applies, 
therefore,  to  God,  makes  com¬ 
plaint  to  him,  and  says,  as  in  the 
third  Psalm,  “  O,  Lord,  how  are 
my  foes  increased!” — In  short, 
if  you  examine  the  Psalms  of 
David  throughout,  you  will  find 
them  in  succession,  an  extant 
transcript  of  the  Christian’s  life ; 
at  one  time  elated,  and  at  another 
depressed  ;  at  one  time  rejoicing, 
and  at  another  lamenting.  Till, 
as  you  come  nearer  the  end. 
Praise  gradually  gains  the  ascen¬ 


dancy  ;  and  in  the  last  Psalm, 
where  the  Christian  is  represent¬ 
ed  as  on  the  confines  of  heaven, 
the  whole  is  praise.” 

1  had  the  above  anecdote  from 
a  person  who  was  present  at  the 
time,  and  on  whom  it  made  a  last¬ 
ing  impression  ;  who  was  himself 
an  eminent  instance  of  that  cheer¬ 
ful  piety  which  makes  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  aged  to  be  courted 
by  the  young;  and  who  died,  as 
he  had  lived,  an  ornament  to  the 
Gospel. 

On  reviewing  the  conversation 
of  those  worthy  disciples,  one 
cannot  help  reflecting  on  the 
change  of  times.  How  very  few, 
now-a-days,  either  in  going  to,  or 
in  returning  from,  the  ordinances 
of  religion,  are  thus  employed ! 
The  conversation  is  but  too  com¬ 
monly  of  a  trifling  and  worldly 
cast.  Perhaps  they  converse 
about  the  occurrences  of  the  day, 
or  the  schemes  they  have  in 
view ;  perhaps  they  speak  evil 
of  their  neighbour,  or  something 
worse.  In  short,  they  talk  of 
any  thing  rather  than  the  truths 
of  the  Gospel.  What  a  happiness 
would  it  be,  if  the  good  old  prac¬ 
tice  were  again  revived  !  How 
well  would  it  prepare  the  mind 
for  the  duties  of  the  sanctuary  I 
And  how  much  would  it  impress 
the  truths  that  are  there  deli¬ 
vered  ! 

1  [/i€/.  Monitor, 
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HYMN  TO  JUPITER. 


{The  following  is  a  translation  from  the  Greek  of  Cleanthes,  a  Stoic,  who 
flourished  about  three  centuries  before  the  Christian  era.  So  much  poetical 
genius  is  not  often  found  to  animate  the  soul  of  a  philosopher,  nor  so  correct 
a  system  of  duty  to  direct  the  conduct  of  a  heathen.  By  substituting  the 
name  of  our  own  Almighty  Protector,  for  that  of  the  deity  which  forms  the 
subject  of  his  song,  we  may  here  trace  some  of  the  distinguishing  attributes, 
of  that  God,  whose  arm  controls  the  universe,  and  to  whose  dominion  there 
is  no  end.] 


Prince  of  the  gods,  and  man’s  immortal  sire, 
Thy  power,  thy  fame,  my  kindling  notes  inspire  ! 
Our  race,  from  thee,  each  grateful  blessing  draws. 
Sons  of  thy  care,  and  subjects  of  thy  laws. 


Then  well  may  bards  the  tuneful  honour  claim, 

Since  all  can  hail  thee  with  a  father’s  name. 

On  earth,  each  living  form  our  eyes  can  see, 

Shines  by  reflected  splendour  drawn  from  thee  : 

A  prostrate  world  its  suppliant  homage  pays, 

Flies  at  thy  mandates,  and  thy  call  obeys. 

Thy  conqu’ring  hands,  from  radiant  spheres  on  high. 
Spread  quenchless  lightnings  thro’  the  op’ning  sky  ; 
Earth,  dark  with  terror,  shakes  responsive  round, 

And  pallid  nature  heaves  a  trembling  sound. 

Thus  passive  mortals  one  fix’d  order  know. 

Equal  for  all,  the  splendid  and  the  low  ; 

While  thou  alone,  o’er  nature’s  circling  range,^ 

Art  still  supremely  great,  without  a  chaog^*  * 

Without  thy  fost’ring  aid,  none  toil  for  gain. 

Thro’  heav’n,  thro’  earth,  and  on  the  subject  main  : 
Save  when  the  bad,  to  darker  thoughts  a  prey. 

In  madd’ning  rage,  from  envious  duty  stray. 

Excess  sinks  measur’d  by  thy  plastic  hand, 

Order  and  grace  in  due  gradation  stand  : 

The  jarring  discord,  by  thy  forming  mind. 

Becomes  one  common  law  for  all  mankind, 

Yet  wayward  vice,  mid  pleasure’s  lovely  sphere. 

From  God’s  instructions  turns  the  deafen’d  car. 
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Good  is  the  object,  while  mistaken  strife. 

Hates  the  calm  comforts  of  a  virtuous  life. 

In  glory’s  paths,  some  pant  for  laurel’d  fame, 

And  some,  to  purchase  money,  sell  their  name. 

Here  sloth,  there  sensual  pleasure,  leads  the  day, 

And  mind,  in  soft  allurements,  dies  away. 

But  thou !  whose  arms  the  winged  clouds  control, 
And  wield  thy  thunders  to  the  distant  pole  ; 

Whose  scatter’d  gifts  in  swift  profusion  dy. 

Shine  thro’  the  earth,  and  glitter  in  the  sky  ; 

Thy  subject  sons  from  error’s  maze  defend. 

And  bid  their  conqu’ring  genius  to  ascend ! 

Inspire  that  knowledge,  in  thy  fav’ring  love, 

Which  guides  thy  sceptred  hand,  from  realms  above  I 
Then  shall  our  answ’ring  hearts,  in  grateful  lays, 
Sound  the  full  paean  of  immortal  praise. 

To  men,  or  gods,  no  nobler  theme  belongs. 

Than  to  thv  justice  to  inscribe  their  songs. 


I!lcii0(ou^  3Intcilt0ence. 


RETORT 

0/  the  Edinburgh  JSIissioTiary  iSocicty,  i 
1818. 

[Concluded.] 

A3TRACHAN\ 

The  Directors  have  to  mention,  wiOi  gra¬ 
titude  to  Almighty  God,  the  safe  arrival  of 
Mr.  Glen  and  his  family,  in  Astrachan,  on 
the  6th  of  October. 

Having  sailed  from  Leith  on  the  20th  of 
May,  they  reached  St.  Petersburg,  in  health 
and  safety,  on  the  23d  of  June.  On  their 
arrival,  they  were  welcomed,  with  much 
Christian  cordiality,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hen¬ 
derson,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  and  other  friends  of 
the  Society. 

Mr.  Glen  having  obtained  His  Imperial 
Majesty’s  permission  to  preach  in  the  Mo¬ 
ravian  Chapel  to  the  English  residents, 
performed  this  duty  regularly  for  four  Sab¬ 


baths,  and  w  as  attended  by  a  cj'msideraole 
number  of  our  countrymen. 

By  the  advice  of  their  friends  in  St  Pu- 
tersburg,  and  in  particular  of  General 
SabloukoO',  they  resolved  to  proceed  to 
Astrachan  by  water,  dowrn  the  Volga ;  as 
being  a  more  easy  and  comfortable  mode  of 
conveyance  for  so  lorge  a  family,  though 
considerably  more  tedious,  than  the  journey 
by  land  would  have  been.  Leaving  St. 
Petersburg  on  the  1st  of  August,  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  in  this  way  advanced  towards  the 
place  of  their  destination  ;  and,  instead  of 
having  cause  to  regret  the  adoption  of  this 
plan,  they  found  it,  in  respect  of  both  ease 
and  comfort,  to  exceed  every  expectation 
W'hich  they  had  fonned  of  it.  Having  been 
met  at  Sarepta  by  Mr.  Dickson,  who  gladly 
hastened  from  Astrachan  to  w’elcome  Mr. 
Glen,  they  continued  their  course  with  him 
down  the  Volga;  and  arrived  in  perfect 
health  as  well  as  safety  at  the  end  of  their 
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been  printed  at  the  Missionary  Press,  from 
1st  Jan.  1817,  to  1st  Jan.  1818. 

2000  copies  of  a  Tract  entitled  Conver¬ 
sion  of  Sabat. 

2000  do.  of  a  Tartar  Catechism. 

2000  do.  of  the  6rst  sheet  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  IVIatthew,  in  the  Orenburg 
Dialect;  and 

5000  do.  of  the  2d  edition  of  the  Tartar 
New  Testament  for  the  Russian  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety,  begun  in  May,  and  completed  to  die 
5th  Chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians. 
In  all,  11,000  copies  of  Tracts,  or  parts  of 
books. 

Compared  with  the  number  of  publica¬ 
tions  issued  from  the  press  during  1816,  it 
may  be  diought  that  the  work  done  has 
been  le^s  in  the  course  of  last  year ;  but  the 
press-work  contained  in  the  14,600  copies 
of  Tracts,  &c.  mentioned  in  last  Report,  is 
not  equal  to  that  of  the  portion  of  the  New 
Testament  printed  this  year ;  and  ihe  whole 
of  which  would  have  been  completed  before 
now,  had  not  the  types  for  it,  furnished  by 
die  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  been 
much  longer  on  their  way  from  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  than  is  usual  in  such  cases. 


voyage,  no  moi*e  fatigued  than  when  it  com¬ 
menced.  And  there,  it  need  hardly  be 
said,  tliey  were  received  by  Mr.  Mitchell  | 
and  family,  together  with  Mr.  Dickson’s^! 
with  a  gratitude  and  joy,  which  those  only 
c  an  fully  understand  who  are  placed  in  the 
same  circumstances. 

Mr.  Glen’s  journal  of  the  voyage  from 
St.  Petersburg  to  Astrachan  is  said  to  con¬ 
tain  much  important  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  great  inland  communication  by 
water,  through  that  part  of  the  Russian 
empire.  It  is  of  considerable  length,  and 
will  be  published  separately. 

Mr.  Glen  has  taken  with  him  a  young 
family.  He  has  five  children,  all  boys :  the 
rl«ea  two  of  whom  are  twins,  and  were 
only  in  their  sixth  year  when  they  left  Scot¬ 
land;  and  the  youngest  not  five  mondis 


No  Clergyman  having  been  connected 
witli  die  Mission  at  Astrachan  before  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Glen,  as  neither  Mr.  Mitchell 
nor  Mr.  Dickson  had  been  ordained,  the 
.Missionaries  speak  with  exultation  of  (he 
12di  of  October ;  their  Chapel  being  then 
opened  by  Mr.  Glen,  and  the  regular  dis¬ 
pensation  of  Christian  Ordinances  for  the 
first  time  established  among  them. 

A  Sunday  School  and  a  Day  School  were 
apened,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Missionaries’  j 
children,  and  of  some  ransomed  girls  living 
in  their  families.  They  request  that  per- 1 
sons  suitably  qualified  may  be  sent  out,  to  | 
take  charge  of  the  youth  connected  with  the  j 
Mission.  The  Directors  have,  in  conse-i 
quence,  determined  that  one  of  dieir 
xtudeots,  Mr.  M‘Pherson,  shall  be  charged 
with  that  duty. 

Mr.  Glen  has  been  chiefly  occupied  in 
studying  the  Tartar,  Russian,  and  Persian 
languages.  Of  the  labours  of  Messrs. 
Mitchell  and  Dickson,  the  Report  states — 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Mitchell’s  illness 
silnre  the  beginning  of  November,  froni 
which  time  till  the  date  of  the  last  letter  lie 
had  been  unable  to  attend  the  printing 
the  following  number  of  works  had 


After  stating  the  abatement  of  Mr. 
Mitchell’s  indisposition,  and  commending 
the  diligence  of  James  Peddie  and  Andrew 
Hunter,  two  ransomed  young  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Mission,  it  is  added — 


“  During  the  last  year,  they  have  bound, 
and  prepared  for  distribution,  210  copies  of 
the  Tartar  Testament,  1600  copies  of  the 
Gospel  by  Luke,  2000  copies  of  an  Arabic 
Tract,  and  500  sets’of  Turki*h  Tracts: — in 
all,  4310. 

The  aggregate  number  of  Books  and 
Tracts  issued  from  the  Missionary  Deposi¬ 
tory,  during  the  same  period,  for  sale, 
gratis  distribution,  and  the  use  of  various 
Bible  Committees,  throughout  those  parts 
of  Russia  in  which  the  Tartar  language  is 
understood,  has  been  5348 ;  among  which 
vrer**  aSont  700  copies  of  the  New  Testa- 
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nient,  300  •f  the  Psalms,  and  400  of  the 
Gospel  according:  to  Luke,  all  in  Tartar. 

“  The  numl)er  of  these,  however,  great  as 


to  a  considerable  number  of  Mahomedaii 
and  Jews,  with  many  of  whom  the  Missiona¬ 
ries  have  conversed  freely  rc8j)ecting  the 


it  is,  as>«imes  a  far  more  interesting  and  i  principles  of  the  Gospel :  but,  though  they 
important  aspect,  when  the  extent  of  coun-  j  hope  that  good  has  been  done,  they  are  still 


try,  through  which  man}  of  them  have  been 
circulated,  is  considered.  ‘  We  are  as¬ 
sured,’  says  tlie  Missionaries,  ‘  that  books 
from  our  depositor}'  have  already  found 
their  way  to  Bagdat,  to  many  parts  of  Per¬ 
sia,  to  Bucharia,  and  to  China  ;  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  are  few  of 
the  tribes  between  the  Caspian  and  the 
sources  of  the  Indus  and  the  Ganges,  of 
which  there  are  not  to  be  found  individuals 
who  have  received  parts  of  the  Scriptures 
from  us,  by  means  of  Armenian  merchants 
and  others,  who  received  them  at  our 
Depositor}'.  Within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Russian  Empire,  the  facilities  for  circulating 
our  Tartar  Version  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  other  portions  of  the  Sacr»'d  Volume, 
have  been  wonderfully  increased  by  the 


constrained  to  adopt  the  language  of  the 
prophet,  H’^ho  hath  believed  our  report? 
— no  case  having  come  to  their  knowledge, 
that  appeared  decidedly  to  indicate  a 
cordial  reception  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus. 

“  At  the  same  time,  there  are  not  a  few 
promising  apfx?arances  connected  with  the 
facts  on  which  this  general  statement  is 
founded,  and  of  which  it  may  not  be  un¬ 
interesting  to  give  a  concise  detail. 

“  The  multitude  of  Pilgrims,  most  of  whom 
come  immediately  from  Bucharia  to  Astra* 
chan,  on  their  way  to  Mecca,  continues  to 
be  very  great ;  and  the  readiness  with 
which  they  receive  copies  of  the  Persian  or 
Tartar  New  Testament  is  extremely  en¬ 
couraging.  In  the  month  of  June  last. 


establishment  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society  ;  I  there  were,  at  ene  time,  no  fewer  than 

I 

from  which  we  received  permission  to  send 'one  hundred  and  thirty-five  of  them,  wait- 


our  parcels  by  post,  free  of  expense,  under  j 
seal  of  the  Astrachan  Committee,  to  what¬ 
ever  place  we  had  occasion  to  forward 
(hem.  This  privilege  we  find  to  be  of  in¬ 
calculable  importance,  not  so  much  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  though  the  saving 
is  great,  as  from  the  security  and  despatch 
with  which  we  are  enabled  to  ti-ansmit  our 
Books  to  any  Post-town  in  the  Empire,  to 
which  we  may  be  requested  to  send  them.’ 
How  interesting  and  majestic  are  these 


ing  in  the  city  for  passports  to  en'able  them 
the  more  safely  to  pursue  their  journey. 
Many  of  them  are  from  the  Western  States 
of  India;  and,  although  the  Scriptures  are 
preparing  in  so  many  Indian  Languages,  all 
the  Mahoniedans  from  these  quarters,  whom 
the  Missionaries  h'dve  met  witli,  use  no 
written  language  except  either  the  Arabic 
or  the  Persian.  They  crowd  into  Bucharia, 
from  all  the  surrounding  countries,  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  Mahomedan  Reli- 


movements  of  Divine  Providence,  in  behalf  jgion,  and  its  sacred  language,  which  they 


fii  that  Word  which  contains  the  record  of 
eternal  life,  and  which  shallnot  return  unto 
Him  void,  but  shcUl  accomplish  that  which 
He  pleaseth  ! 

“  It  would  be  most  gratifying,  could  the 
Directors  report  any  instances  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  Word,  on  the  understanding 
and  conscience  of  those  among  whom  it  has 
l)een  so  widely  dispersed.  Many  opportu¬ 
nities  have,  indeed,  occurred,  of  recoin- 
rnendiiig  a  crucified  .Saviour  to  the  attention 
if  'ome  Heathen,  chiefly  from  India  ;  and 


deem  the  Arabic  to  be  ;  as  well  as  to  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  Persic,  and  the 
Turkish;  the  last  being  the  name  which 
they  uniformly  give  the  Tartar.  They 
there  receive  their  education,  at  the  ex|>ense 
of  the  Schah,  provided  tiiey  cannot  sup¬ 
port  themselves;  and,  when  they  leave 
the  schools,  they  are  rewarded  with  pre¬ 
sents.  Tiius,  Bucharia  appears  to  be  the 
slroug-hold  of  Mahomedanism  throughout 
Tartar}*;  but  it  can  only  support  a  part 
of  that  toUciing iubric,  which  w'iil  erelong. 
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fall  before  the  joyful  sound  of  the  Gospel. 
And  who  shall  say  but  that  the  reception  of 
the  Now  Testament,  by  some  of  those  who 
have  during  the  past  or  preceding  years 
held  intercourse  w'ith  the  Missionaries,  may 
pave  the  w'ay  for  this  most  desirable  and 
glorious  end One  of  them,  who  tliey 
learned  was  an  Effendi  employed  by  the 
Khan  of  Bucharia  himself,  took  away 
with  him  not  only  a  New  Testament,  but  | 
a  copy  of  Grotius  in  Arabic ;  with  which 
valuable  publication,  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  Report,  the  Church  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  London  generously  furnished  our 
Missionaries. 

**  Several  Pilgrims  have  also  visited  them 
from  Adghaiiistan,  as  they  passed  on  to  the 
Caaba ;  and,  among  others,  an  Etfendi  of 
that  nation,  a  verj’  accomplished  young 
man,  who  they  w’ere  informed  was  also  of 
high  rank,  being  a  Schah's  son,  and  who 
readily  accepted  of  a  Persian  Testament 
and  an  Arabic  Tract.  The  veiy  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca,  though  worse  than  useless  in 
itself,  mav  thus  be  overruled  as  the  means 
of  conveying  the  Scriptures  into  countries, 
where,  on  account  of  tl»fi  suspicious  jea¬ 
lousy,  the  virulent  bigotry,  and  the  san¬ 
guinary  laws  of  the  Maliornedan  inhabitants 
and  rulers,  there  are  few,  if  any,  facilities 
for  dispersing  them. 

“  Even  Brahmins  may  yet  be  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  at  Astrachan  :  | 
for,  in  the  month  of  May,  an  Indian  having  | 
called  on  the  Missionaries,  to  whom  they 
showed  s|)ecinaens  of  the  Serampore  trans- 
1ation«  of  the  Scriptures,  they  learned  from 
him,  that  about  200  of  his  countrymen  were 
resident  in  the  city,  of  whom  the  greatest 
part  were  Brahmins.  On  his  next  visit,  he 
brought  along  with  him  one  of  these  priests, 
who  read  with  ea.se  the  specimen  of  San¬ 
scrit  which  they  put  into  his  hands,  and  con¬ 
versed  with  them  a  considerable  lime 
concerning  India ;  though,  having  to  talk 
with  him  by  means  of  an  interpreter,  they 
could  not  say  much  to  him  on  the  subject 
of  religion.  He  discovered,  however,  a 
desire  to  obtain  the  Scriptures  in  Sanscrit, 
which  they  promised  to  endeavour  to 


procure  for  him.  Application  has  accord¬ 
ingly  been  made  to  the  Baptist  Society 
for  some  copies,  which  the  Directors  have 
no  doubt  will  be  readily  granted,  and 
whicB  will  be  sent  out  ta  Astrachan  by 
the  earliest  opportunity  after  they  are  ob¬ 
tained. 

“  They  have  likewise  had  repeated  conj 
I  versations  with  several  Jews  from  Endery, 
a  town  of  the  Rumack  country,  about  a 
day’s  journey  to  the  southwest  of  Kitzliar, 
and  in  which  ther^M^  fewer  than  about 
300  families  who  profess  the  Jewish  reli 
ligion.  Besides  these,  there  are  said  to  be 
500  Jewish  families  at  no  great  distance  to 
the  south  of  Enderv’ ;  among  whom  they 
reckon  alx)ut  lOO  Rabbis.  They  all  speak 
the  Persian  language  in  tlieir  families,  but 
have  no  l>ooks  except  in  Hebrew ;  and 
indeed  they  are  acquainted  with  no  alpha¬ 
bet  but  the  Hebrew.  They  appeared  to 
be  completely  ignorant  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  ;  and,  when  the  prophecies  con¬ 
cerning  the  Me3.«iah  were  mentioned  to 
them,  they  endeavoured  to  explain  away 
or  pen'ert  the  meaning  of  alnrK)St  every  one 
of  them.  They  said,  however,  that  they 
would  read  the  New  Testament,  if  they 
had  it  in  Hebrew.  The  Missionaries,  ac<^ 
cordingly,  having  procured  some  copies 
from  the  Astrachan  Bible  Committee,  Mr. 
Dickson,  after  a  long  and  interesting  con¬ 
versation  with  them,  in  which  he  laboured 
to  convince  them,  that  the  expectabons 
1  which  they  still  cherished  of  the  personal 
I  appearance  of  the  Messiah,  as  their  Tempo- 
I  ral  Deliverer,  w’ould  never  be  realized, 
j  because  he  has  already  come  in  a  very 
,  diflerent  character,  as  a  Spiritual  Saviotir, 

;  presented  them  with  nine  copies,  which, 

.  whh  one  formerly  given,  make,  in  all,  ie/i 
I  copies  of  the  Four  Gospels  and  Acts  of  the 
j  Apostles  in  Hebrew.  May  his  prayer  and 
.  ours  l)e  heard  and  answered,  ‘  that  the 
^  reading  of  them  may  be  the  dawn  of  Go.spel 
'  light  among  Ilje  Jews  of  Endery ;  that  so 
the  veil  may  be  removed  from  their  heart*, 
and  many  of  them  be  made  to  see  that 
Jesus  is  the  Messiah  profoised  to  their 
fithcr*,  and  that  i.s  able  to  fc 
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the  uttennost  all  who  coma  unlo  God  bj  with  the  most  grateful  and  animated  feel 
him  !’  -  ings,  to  relate. 

“  The  formation  of  Bible  Societies  or  “  They  do  not  refer  to  the  continued  leal 
Committees  in  tlie  Governments  both  of  and  sUadiness  of  Walter  Buchanan,  the 
Penza  and  Perm,  the  members  of  which  J  converted  Cabardian,  and  Mr.  M‘Alpine’f 
teem  peculiarly  zealous  for  the  circulation ;  ardent  fellow-labourer ;  though  these  must 
of  the  Scriptures,  among  the  Tartars  in  •  not  be  overlooked  or  unnoticed :  but  to 
their  neighbourhood,  no  less  than  among ,  the  decided  change,  which  they  have  now 
the  subjects  of  the  Grcielc  Church,  is  also  '  no  reason  to  doubt  has  taken  place  on  one 
deserving  of  particular  notice.  A  consi-  j  of  the  Kirghisians,  w'hose  name  has  not  yet 
derable  number  of  Tartar  New  Testaments,  J  appeared  in  any  of  the  Society’s  Reports, 
and  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke,  in '  And  they  know  not  how  they  can  so  well 
the  same  language,  have  accordingly  been  t  introduce  their  narrative  concerning  this' 
sent  to  them ;  in  the  distribution  of  which,  |  interesting  subject  of  divine  grace,  as  by 
among  the  Tartars  in  his  Diocess,  the  Arch- 1  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
bishop  of  Perm  has  taken  a  lively  interest.  W’alter  Buchanan  to  one  of  the  Directors, 
Thus  the- Lord  appears  to  be  opening  up  |  which  speaks  at  once  for  his  own  state  of 
ways,  in  every  direction  throughout  the ;  mind  and  that  of  his  Kirghisian  Convert 
Ru>isian  Empire,  for  the  diffusion  of  Divine  **  *  I  was  once  in  slavery ;  but,  by  youi 
Truth,  among  a  people  fettered  by  strong' bounty,  I  am  now  free.  Once  I  was  with- 
dclusion^  aud  trusting  in  vanities  and  lies,  out  God  and  without  a  Saviour  ;  but  now, 
“  These,  surely,  are  increasing  evidences  by  your  means,  under  God,  I  have  been 
of  the  peculiar  importance  of  A strachan  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  my  God  and 
as  a  Missionary  Station  ;  and,  it  is  to  be  Saviour,  whose  blood  cleanseth  from  all 

hoped,  presages  also  of  greater  events  in  sin.  It  is  now  become  my  daily  desire  to 

due  time  to  be  brought  to  pass,  under  the  get  an  interest  in  Him  and  His  righteous 
influence  of  that  God  w^ho  will  not  forsake  ness ;  and  I  can  say,  that  in  Him  1  hav« 
the  work  of  his  own  bands,  but  will  as-  found  a  resting-place  for  my  soul.  In  Hin* 

suredly  prosper  his  TVord  unto  that  to  I  believe;  and  trust  He  will  never  forsake 

which  he  has  sent  it.''  me. 

“  ‘You  know  that  Mr.  Fraser  has  eii- 

Some  favourable  indications  are  given  re.  to  open  my  mouth  to  the 

specting  two  Tartars,  named  MoulemBirdy  Kirghisians.  Among  these  people  I 

andKhojy  Jan;  after  which  the  Report  constantly  labouring  for  twe 

proceeds  to  speak  of  J'®*''"  5  and,  I  trust,  not  without  advantage, 

to  them  as  well  as  to  myself.  The  Kir¬ 
ghisians  profess  to  believe  every  thing  that 
ORENBiBG.  is  said  to  them  on  religion;  aud,  although 

“  At  the  period  to  which  the  last  Report  jjjg  ^rord  Seems  to  make  little  impression  on 
brought  down  the  accounts  respecting  this  hearts,  yet  the  frank  and  open  way  in 
Station,  the  interest  which  had  been  exci- 1  v^hich  many  of  tlicm  listen,  gives  encour- 
ted,  by  those  of  the  preceding  your,  was :  agement  to  hope,  tluit  a  work  of  grace  wiU 
not  inconsiderably  diminished.  But  the  |  take  place  among  them.  I  am  truly  happy 
return  of  Mr.  M‘Alpine,  who  at  that  time :  (q  have  it  in  iny  power  to  inform  you,  that 
was  employed  along  with  \\  alter  Buchanan  jjyiQiJonazar  is  become  a  devoted  disciple 

in  labouring  among  the  Kirghisians,  and  |  Jg3^g^  has  thrown  away  all  his  Ala- 
who  was  under  the  painful  necessity  ofj  homedan  nonsense.  He  appears  to  be  ex- 
Icaving  Orenburg  to  visit  his  native  country  j  ceedingly  serious,  and  devoted  tf' 

f»ji  account  of  his  health,  prepared  them  fori  his  Saviom.’  ” 

-xnecting  fometbing  of  rrbat  they  have  now,} 
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V arious  particulars  are  stated  respecting 
this  young  Convert ;  and,  in  a  note,  the 
following  account  is  given  of  another  pro¬ 
mising  Mahomedan,  named  Achmet. 

“  He  is  a  native  of  the  Cabardian  Coun¬ 
try,  and  speaks  its  language ;  though  his 
father  was  a  Trukman,  and  his  mother  a 
Kirghisian.  For  three  months  he  had 
been  visiting  the  Missionaries,  almolt  every 
second  night ;  and  the  result,  according  to 
Mr.  F raser,  has  been,  that  he  is  almost j  if 
not  altogether,  a  believer  in  the  New 
Testament.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
Achmet* accompanied  his  father  on  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Mecca  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Troitzka,  where  he  had  settled:  having 
accomplished  which,  on  their  return  thither, 
by  the  way  of  Egypt,  his  father  died  there, 
at  the  great  age  of  104.  Among  his  last 
words,  the  dying  parent  enjoined  him  to 
read  the  New  Testament ;  telling  him,  that 
he  would  never  learn  the  True  Religion 
unless  he  did  so.  After  various  hardships, 
Achmet  reached  Orenburg  last  summer,  in 
his  way  towards  Troitzka,  where  he  sup¬ 
posed  he  has  still  a  sister  living ;  but  has 
been  detained  there  ever  since.  At  his 
first  interview  with  the  Missionaries,  he 
earnestly  solicited  a  copy  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  declaring  his  anxiety  to  fulfil  his 
dying  father’s  injunction.  He  soon  began 
to  entertain  doubts  of  the  Kor^.  He  has 
often  since  been  heard  crying  out,  with 
seeming  earnestness :  ^  Ai  Chodai  mene 
Anjed-dan  aer  rrmsiny  i.  e.  ‘  0  God,  never 
separate  me  from  the  New  Testament .” 
Of  Mahomed  and  his  religion  he  now  speaks 
with  disdain;  and  has  even  threatened  to 
burn  all  his  Mahomt  ’  \n  books.” 

From  the  Appendix,  we  extract  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account,  given  by  Mr.  Fraser,  of  a 
singular  sect,  nazned  Malakani. 

“  The  Bible,  they  believe,  contains  the 
whole  will  of  God ;  and  that  He  alone  is 
to  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
The  most  learned  among  them  read  and 

VoL.  Jf....No.  J I. 


explain  the  Word ;  and  are,  consequently 
called  Elders  or  Presbyters.  They  call 
themselves,  in  contradistinction  to  those 
of  the  Greek  Church,  Spiritual  Christians 
Crossing,  they  look  upon,  as  the  real  mark 
of  the  beast  mentioned  in  the  Revelation. 
They  believe,  most  firmly;  that  worship¬ 
ping  images  or  saints  is  idolatry  ;  and  con¬ 
sequently  pray,  that  they  may  be  preserved 
from  the  influence  of  the  Beast  and  of  the 
Dragon.  They  believe,  that  Christians 
ought  rigorously  to  observe  the  laws  of 
Moses  respecting  meats.  Tobacco  and 
onions  are  condemned  by  them.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  our  Saviour  about  observing  his 
Supper  they  look  upon,  as  encouraging 
them  to  suffer  death  rather  than  worship  the 
Beast.  Baptism,  by  them,  is  considered  as 
meaning  the  instruction  of  the  Word  of  God, 
and  putting  all  evil  away  from  them,  de¬ 
siring  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  &c. 
On  this  account  they  have  given  themselves 
the  name  of  Malakani ;  for  the  word  malaka 
signifies  milk.  They  consider  all  wars  un¬ 
lawful.  On  this  principle,  they  tfn’nk  it  no 
evil  for  any  of  them,  should  he  be  taken  for 
a  recruit,  to  desert;  alleging,  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  called  to  peace,  and  see  no  right 
any  one  has  of  forcing  them  to  fight,  and 
that  too,  it  may  be,  against  Christians. 
The  Malakani  of  the  present  day  are 
turned  very  careless,  and  are  also  divided 
among  tliemselves.” 

On  the  subject  of  Orenburg,  the  Report 
further  states —  ■' 

*•  The  readiness  and  joy  with  which  the 
Kirghisians  continue  to  welcome  the  visits 
and  instructions  of  Walter  Buchanan,  and 
the  feeling  with  which  they  listen  to  his 
explanations  of  Divine  Truth,  frequently 
crying  out,  *  We  repent,  we  return  to  thee, 
O  God  !  Cast  us  not  away !  Have  mercy 
on  us !’  appear,  indeed,  to  indicate  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  some  more  general  movements  ol 
the  power  and  grace  of  Christ  in  their 
behalf. 

“It  is  not,  however,  among  the  poorer 
sort  of  them  only,  that  interest  appears  to 
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be  excited  in  farour  of  the  Gospel.  In 
October  last,  Mr.  Fraser  received  a  visit 
from  the  Chief  of  the  horde,  wlio  roam 
between  the  Uralsk  and  Astrachan,  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  him  ;  when 
he  seemed  unwilling^  to  mention  the  name 
of  Mahomed  even  as  a  Prophet,  and  said, 
that  Jesus  4vas  the  most  excellent;  ear¬ 
nestly  solicited  Mr.  Fraser  to  go  along*  with 
him,  and  instruct  his  people,  to  which  he 
assured  him  they  would  most  gladly  at¬ 
tend;  took  away  with  him  a  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  and  Psalms  ;  and  promised 
'to  send  him  a  supply  of  any  thing  in  his 
power,  which  he  might  choose  to  request. 
It  was  with  much  regret  that  Mr.  Fraser 
was  obliged  to  decline  accompanying  this 
Prince  to  his  horde.  But  how  could  he 
leave  a  Station,  at  which  he  was  the  only 
Missionary,  with  the  exception  of  Walter 
Buchanan,  who  himself  needs  both  pro¬ 
tection  and  instruction  ;  and  give  up,  not 
only  the  opportunities  which  he  enjoys  of 
conversing  with  inquirers  after  the  truth 
among  the  Kirghisians  around  him,  but  the 
revisal  of  the  New  Testament,  which  he  is 
carrying  on  for  their  more  general  and  per¬ 
manent  edification  in  godliness. 

“  He,  however,  promised  the  Prince 
most  cheerfully  to  comply  with  his  request, 
as  soon  as  one  or  two  companions  should 
join  him — a  promise  which,  the  Directors 
trust,  he  w'ill  ere  long  be  able  to  fulfil.  For, 
not  only  has  Mr.  Fraser  advanced  in  the 
revisal  of  the  New  Testament,  in  the  Oren¬ 
burg  Dialect,  as  far  as  the  2d  Epistle  to 
Timothy,  so  that  in  a  short  time  this  work 
will  be  finished ;  but  the  Directors  have  now 
to  mention,  that  they  have  the  prospect  of 
being  able,  so  early  as  next  month,  to  send 
out  three  young  men  to  this  Station,  who, 
they  hope  and  pray,  may  go  forth  in  the 
name  and  the  strength  of  the  Captain  of 
salvation,  to  unfurl  tlu-  banner  and  proclaim 
the  triumphs  of  his  cross,  to  the  still  en¬ 
slaved  and  deluded  worshippers  of  images 
or  votaries  of  the  false  prophet,  in  that 

central  district  of  Russian  Asia.  One  of 
:heiD,  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Ross,  after  having  re¬ 


ceived  a  liberal  education,  lot  only  theo¬ 
logical  but  literary  and  medical,  and  of 
whose  Missionary  qualifications  there  is 
every  reason  to  form  the  most  satisfactory 
opinion,  has  lately  been  licensed  and  or¬ 
dained  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry*, 
by  the  Associate  (Burgher)  Presbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  to  whose  kindness,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  their  Synod  on  this  occasion,  the 
Directors  cannot  but  express  their  deep 
sense  of  obligation.  Mr.  Gray,  of  whom, 
in  the  departnrwnt  which  he  is  to  occupy  as 
a  Catechist  and  Teacher  among  the  Kir¬ 
ghisians,  the  Directors  entertain  no  less 
favourable  sentiments,  is  the  second ;  and 
the  third,  viz.  Mr.  Selby*,  it  is  proposed, 
shall  make  the  experiment  of  combining, 
with  the  means  which  he  may  enjoy  of 
conversing  wilh  the  natives,  a  professional 
business,  the  establishment  of  which,  in 
Orenburg,  is  likely  to  be  of  most  essential 
advantage  both  to  the  inhabitants  and  to 
the  Mission. 

**  No  particular  intelligence  has  reached 
the  Directors  concerning  the 

CRIMEA, 

since  Mr.  Paterson’s  visit  to  it  in  1816; 
and  of  which  an  account  was  given  in  last 
Report.  Additional  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  and  Tracts  have,  indeed,  been 
sent  to  it  from  Karass,  and  they  were  con¬ 
veyed  thither  by  Shellivy,  a  Tartar  Effendi, 
whose  name  at  least  is  not  unknow'n  to 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Transactions  at  that  Settlement. 
Of  the  book  of  Psalms  in  Tartar,  150  copies 
have  likewise  been  sent  from  Astrachan  to 
the  Bible  Committee  at  Sympheropol,  for 
distribution  among  the  Tartars  in  the 
Peninsula ;  and  100  of  the  same  part  of  the 
Old  Testament  Scriptui-es,  with  an  equal 
number  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke, 
to  Taganrog,  in  Little  or  Crim  Tartary, 
for  the  Mahomedans,  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Count  Mezon.  But,  with  regrird 
to  the  effect  which  the  reception  of  these 
may  have  had  on  the  minds  of  any  among 
whom  they  have  been  circulated,  the  Di- 


c 


rectors  have  as  yet  had  no  infonnation.  The 
Crimea,  however,  presents  too  important  a 
sphere  for  Missionary  labour,  to  be  kept 
Lflger  out  of  view  than  is  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  to  enable  the  Directors  to  provide 
some  suitably -qualified  Missionaries,  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  Divine  truth  among  its  varied 
I>opulatioii.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the 
Karass  branch  of  the  Mission  is  strengthen¬ 
ed  by  additional  labourers,  if  God  shall 
continue  to  prosper  their  exertions,  they 
will  lose  no  time  in  detaching  one  or  other 
of  the  Brethren,  who  are  at  present  there, 
on  this  work  of  love,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Taurida. 

“  Nor  is  this  the  only  new  Station  which  the 
Directors  are  solicitous  to  occupy.  Fully 
according  with  the  sentiments  of  their  Mis- 
aonaries  at  Astrachan,  contained  in  the 
following  extract  from  one  of  their  latest 
letters,  they  present  it  to  the  public  with  the 
same  design  for  which  it  was  drawn  up ; 
and  leave  it  to  those  whose  support  they 
equally  hope  to  receive  and  earnestly 
solicit,  to  say  whether  they  will  allow  the 
object  which  it  holds  out  to  remain  unful¬ 
filled.  ‘  Perhaps  it  is  premature  to  mark 
out  new  Stations,  till  the  old  ones  are  more 
suitably  supplied  w'ith  Missionaries,  and 
the  funds  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion  :  but  as  a  view  of  the  country,  not  yet 
taken  in,  may  stimulate  the  friends  of  re¬ 
ligion  to  put  it  into  the  Society’s  power  to 
make  the  attempt,  we  submit  to  your  con¬ 
sideration  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  fol¬ 
lowing  places  in  your  eye;  namely,  Der- 
bent  and  Baku,  on  the  shores  of  the  Caspian ; 
and  Vladikavkas,  on  the  road  leading 
through  Uie  mountains  of  Caucasus  to  Tetlis, 
the  capital  of  Georgia.  Vladikavkas  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  favourable  position  of  any 
for  acquiring  the  language  of  the  Moun¬ 
tain  Tribes  ;  it  is  a  Russian  Fort,  where  the  | 
Missionaries  could  live  secure,  while  prose- 
cuting  this  indispensable  object.  Derbent 
and  Baku  possess  the  double  advantage,  of 
being  near  the  mountains,  and  of  being 
frequpjited  by  a  great  many  Persians  and 
Mahomedans,  soma  ol  whom  are  resident 


I  there,  and  others  going  to  or  coming  from 
Astrachan.  Almost  all  the  Persians,  indeed, 
in  coming  from  their,  native  country  to  this 
place,  take  shipping  at  one  or  other  of 
these  ports.’ 

“  Such  is  the  statement,  with  regard  to 
their  Foreign  Operations  and  Plans,  w  hich 
the  Directors  have  conceived  it  expedient  to 
submit  to  the  Society  at  this  Anniversary. 
At  all  the  Stations,  at  Karass,  and  As¬ 
trachan,  and  Orenburgh,  the  light  of  day  is 
breaking  in  on  the  darkened  natives.  The 
work  of  God  is  in  progress.  The  means 
of  commencing  it  have  already  received  his 
approbation  and  blessing;  and  the  means 
of  cariy  ing  it  forward  are  at  this  moment 
in  operation.  His  influence  appears  to  be 
descending  on  these  means:  and,  if  He 
w  ill  it,  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  a 
simut  shall  be  heard,  from  the  mountains  of 
Caucasus  to  the  entrance  of  Siberia,  and 
throughout  all  the  intervening  districts,  and 
all  the  regions  around  and  beyond  them, 
that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  revealed,  and 
the  glory  of  the  cross  displayed  in  the  sub¬ 
jection  of  their  scattered  tribes,  and  settled 
villages,  and  moving  tents,  and  populous 
cities,  to  its  power,  as  the  power  of  God 
unio  salvation'^ 


HOME  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  Directors  have  no  reason  now  io 
complain,  as  they  once  bad,  that  none  or 
but  few  are  wdlling  to  come  forward  and 
offer  themselves  for  Missionary  Service. 
In  addition  to  the  four  Missionaries  who  are 
soon  to  embark  for  Russia,  there  are  at 
present  nine,  either  under  their  tuition  as 
Students,  or  accepted  as  Candidates ;  and 
who,  they  hope,  vv’ill,  ere  long,  be  qualified 
for  following  these  their  Brethren  to  the 
same  or  similar  Stations,  where  the  open¬ 
ings  may  be  most  favourable,  or  the  cal! 
for  exertion  most  loud  and  urgent.  Sc 
numerous  have  been  the  applications  from 
other  young  men,  that  the  Directors  w'crr 
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reluctantly  obligrerl,  ? omc  time  ago,  not  only  j 
to  decline  accepting  any  more,  but  to  enter 
into  a  resolution  to  refuse  every  new  offer, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  funds,  unless  it 
should  come  from  candidates  who  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  their  educa¬ 
tion,  before  they  require  to  be  taken  under 
the  care  of  the  Society.  It  is  not  the  want 
of  inclination,  therefore,  but  of  pecuniary 
resources,  that  prevents  them  from  provid¬ 
ing  more  proportionately  for  the  instruction 
and  conversion  of  the  multitudes  in  the 
south  and  east  of  Russia,  &c.  who  are  still 
sitting  in  moral  darkness,  and  in  the  region 
and  shadow  of  spiritual  and  everlasting 
death.’* 

An  urgent  appeal  is  then  made  to  public 
benevolence,  and  a  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  support  already  received. 

From  the  statement  of  the  Funds,  it  ap- 
])cars  that  the  Income  of  the  Year  has  been 
2762Z.  45.  3(/. ;  and  its  Expenditure, 
268H.  16s.  Ad.  ' 

co.ycLusio.y. 

“In  conclusion,  the  Directors  would  only 
farther  say,  that,  while  times  and  events  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  T.ord,  the  period  in 
which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live,  and  the 
events  which  it  has  brought  forth,  and  with 
which  it  is  now  teeming,  apjiear  to  afford 
no  unequivocal  presages  of  its  approach  to 
the  expected  and  promised  I'evelation  of 
that  latter-day  glory,  in  the  brightness  of 
which  all  nations  shall  rejoice,  with  all  who 
dwell  on  the  face  of  all  the  earth.  The  ac¬ 
celerating  march  of  those  godlike  institu¬ 
tions,  which  commenced  their  career  in  this 

’  I 

island  of  the  sea  within  the  memory  of  the 
present  generation ;  and  which,  under  the 
same  divine  influence  that  raised  them  into 
existence,  have  been  every  year  advancing 
in  the  energy  of  their  exertions,  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  sphere  of  their  movements,  till 
the  Word  of  the  (ruth  of  the  (iospel  has,  by 
its  translation  and  distribution  in  a  vast  va-  ! 


riety  of  languages,  or  by  the  voice  of  living 
instruments,  been  made  to  resound  in  coun¬ 
tries  and  districts  once  deemed  as  inaccessi¬ 
ble  as  they  were  remote ;  and  till  its  power 
has  been  seen  and  felt,  in  the  conversion  and 
j  salvation  of  many  who  once  were  children 
\  of  disobedience,  and  heirs  of  wrath,  ei  tn  as 
others: — this  is  the  pledge  that  God  is  in¬ 
deed  remembering  his  covenant  wdth  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  promise  to  his  Son,  and  the 
earnest  of  the  approaching  accomplishment 
of  every  w  ord  that  liath  proceeded  out  of 
his  moutli  as  the  Lord  of  Host*  and  the 
God  of  Love,  whose  power  will  effect  what 
his  faithfulness  has  declared  ;  that  nations 
shall  be  bom  in  a  day  ;  that  the  islands 
I  shall  wait  for  his  law  ;  that  the  wilderness 
j  of  Kedar  shall  become  a  fmitful  field  ; 
that  the  cities  shall  no  longer  be  termed 
desolate  and  forsaken  of  his  presence  ;  and 
that  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  shall  cover 
and  fll  the  whole  eartfi,  as  the  waters  do 
the  sea. 

“  Arid  shall  we  be  lifeless  and  inert  — 
While  we  lift  up  our  eyes  to  contemplate 
this  scene  of  attractive  beauty  and  com¬ 
manding  interest,  should  we  not  likewise 
open  our  hands  and  stretch  them  forth,  to 
be  fellow-workers  with  God  in  producing 
it — raising  our  haarts,  with  our  voices  also, 
to  the  throne  of  His  glory,  in  fervent  and 
unremitting  and  persevering  supplications 
for  the  univerMal  diffusion  of  that  spirit  of 
inquiry,  of  faith,  and  of  prayer,  which 
must  precede,  and  w’hich  will  usher  in,  the 
recall  of  the  outcasts  of  Israel  from  their 
long-cherished  and  deep-rooted  unbelief ; 
the  subversion  of  Mahomedan  delusion 
and  antichristian  superstition,  wherever 
they  exist ;  the  emancipation  of  every  slave 
of  fearful,  or  frantic,  or  licentious  idolatry  ; 
and  the  general  subjugation  of  the  world  to 
the  riglitful  authority  and  |>eaceful  rule  of 
Him,  to  whom  every  knee  shall  at  length 
bow,  and  every  tongue  confess,  that  he 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 
Arnen,  and  Amen. 
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IJVtPORTANT  ECCLESIASTICAL  and  to  condemn:  especially  when,  in  addi- 
UNION.  tion  to  this,  we  consider  what  scrupulous 

care  and  attention  are  required  in  compiling 
Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceed- 1  ^hat  the  church  is  to  exhibit  to  the  world 
ings  of  the  Associate  Sy7iod  of  Irtland,  |  of  her  public  and  standing  testi- 

at  Cookstown,  7th  July,  1818.  inony.  We  have,  however,  collected  the 

material -4  from  which  we  humbly  hope  that 

Read  a  coramunication  from  the  com- '  addition  to  the  testimony  might  be 

inittee  ap|X)inted  last  year  to  make  such  formed,  and  we  unanimously  recommend  to 
additions  to  the  common  testimony  of  Sece- ,  Synods,  that,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
ders  as  might  adapt  it  to  the  circumstances  *  *xgreed  to  take  as  a  basis  of  Union  the 
of  the  Secession  Church  in  Ireland.  Appro-!  ^P^^stminster  Confession  of  Faith,  Larger 
ved  of  the  conduct  of  the  Committee.  i  Shorter  Catechisms,  Directory  for 
The  communication  of  the  Committee  i  f'f^orship,  and  Form  of  Presbyterian 
respecting  coalescence  is  as  follow.?.  j  (Church  Government,  with  the  original  Se- 

“  Wk  the  Committee  appointed  by  the '  r.ession  Testimony,  they  should  forthwith 
Associate  Synods  to  make  such  additions  to ,  “^xiite,  leaving  the  adaptation  to  be  after- 
©ur  common  testimony  as  may  adapt  it  to '  ward  digested,  adopted,  and  exhibited  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  Secession  Church!  world.  But  to  inspire  with  mutual' con- 

t 

in  Ireland,  beg  leave  to  state,  that,  in  obe-  fidence,  both  Ministers  and  people  in  con- 
dience  to  the  injunction  of  the  Synods,  we  '  nexion  with  the  respective  Synods,  and  to 
have  had  several  meetings  since  our  ap-  ■  remove  every  vestige  of  suspicion  and  jea- 
pointment,  at  which  we  have,  after  prayer!  lousy  that  may  unhappily  be  entertained  by 
to  the  Father  of  lights  for  direction  and  aid, '  on  either  aide,  that  the  Synods  should 
given  to  the  very  important  subject  commit- 1  determine  on  the  following  things, 
ted  to  us,  the  most  serious  and  extended; 

delibeiation.  Papers  have  been  drawn  upj  I*  To  declare  their  constant  and  inviola- 
by  several  of  our  members,  which,  in  their  j  attachment  to  their  already  approved 
judgment,  might  serve  as  a  display  of  the  i  recognized  standards,  namely,  the 
present  truth,”  and  as  a  testimony  against  j  V\  estininster  Confession  of  I*  aith.  Larger 
the  many  errors  and  evils  which  alx)und  in  j  Shorter  Catechisms,  Directory  for 
our  day,  and  in  the  land  whertj’n  we  dw’ell.  i  Worship,  and  lorraot  Presbyterian  Church 
These  have  undergone  respectively  calm  |  ^^o'ernment,  with  the  original  Secession 
and  dispassionate,  but  close  and  accurate  testimony. 

discussion.  We  have  not,  however,  been  II.  That  as  they  unite  under  the  banner 
able  to  frame  one  which  we  could  witli  of  a  Testimony,  they  are  determined,  in  all 
eontideuce  recommend  for  adoption  as  a '  time  coming,  as  their  forefathers  hare  set 
part  of  the  testimony  of  the  United  Body.  '  them  the  example,  to  a.s3ert  the  truth  when 
Nor  will  this,  we  are  persuaded,  appear  *  it  is  injured  or  opposed,  and  to  condemn, 
surprising  t^  the  Synods,  when  they  con-  and  testify  against  error  and  immorality 
sider  the  numerous  and  dangerous  errors  whenever  they  may  seem  to  prevail, 
with  which  we  are  surrounded,  and  the  HI.  To  cancel  the  name  of  Burgher  and 
manifold  and  periiicious  evils  that  exist  as  Anti-burgher  for  ever,  and  to  unite  the  two 
well  in  our  own  as  in  other  communities  ; —  \  Synods  into  one,  to  be  known  by  the  name 
both  of  which  errors  and  evils,  fidelity  to  of  “  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Ireland 
our  Lord  and  Master,  regard  to  tlie  interests  distinguished  by  the  name  Seceders.'^ 
of  truth,  and  love  to  the  souls  of  those  com-  IV  .  To  declare  their  independence  of 
iiiitted  to  our  pastoral  inspection  and  cait, !  any  superior  ecclesiastical  court,  while,  at 
make  it  necessary  fur  us  to  testify  against,  |  the  same  time,  they  shall  esteem  it  their 
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and  John  Reid.  1  he  clerk  wa3  di reeled  to 
furnish  this  deputation  with  the  necessary 
extract.  Agreed  to  hold  an  Interlocutor  a' 
6  this  evening. 


same  name,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  stand  as  A  Deputation  from  the  brethren  of  the 
they  were  before  the  coalescence.  other  Synod,  namely,  Messrs.  Rentoul, 

VI.  Carefully  to  preserve  all  tlie  public  Craig,  and  \Vm.  Carr,  waited  on  this  Sy- 
records  of  the  two  Synods  from  their  for-  nod,  and  presented  the  following  communi- 
mation  in  the  kingdom  till  the  present  day.  cation. 

“  July  9ihf  1818,  3  o'clock^  P.  M. 

The  Committee  would  also  recommend  “  Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  sub- 
it  to  the  United  Synod  to  publish  a  history  ject  of  coalescence  witli  the  brethren  of  th# 
of  the  Secession  in  Ireland,  containing  a  other  Synod,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to  read 
faithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  and  the  proceedings  of  both  Synods  last  year  in 
success  of  both  Synods,  so  soon  as  the  mate-  that  matter,  with  the  result.  They  then 
rials  necessary  for  such  publication  can  be  directed  that  the  report  of  the  conjunct 
conveniently  and  accurately  collected.  Committee,  as  also  the  Formula  of  Ques* 
The  Committee  have  only  further  to  tions  authorized  and  in  use  by  the  other 
state,  that  should  the  United  Synod  see  Synod  be  read.  The  Union,  on  the  basis 
meet  to  reappoint  them  to  complete  the  already  agreed  upon  by  both  Synods,  then 
adaptation  resolved  on,  they  do  not  shrink  came  to  be  considered.  The  Synod  ap- 
from  the  task,  while  they  will  cheerfully  proved  of  the  conduct  of  the  Committee, 
communicate  the  result  of  their  labour  and  and  the  preamble  of  their  communication, 
experience  to  anv  others  whom  the  Synod  Articles  1,  2,  3,  were  approved  of,  and  'm 
may  please  to  nominate  in  their  room.”  place  of  Article  4,  the  article  contained  in 
Signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  the  communication  from  the  other  Synod, 
Committee.  substituting  the  words  ‘  insubordination  to' 

JOHN  REID,  Chairman.  \  (or  ^  independence  of '  was  adopted.  Arti- 
DAVID  STUART,  Clerk.”  |  clcs  5,  6,  were  adopted. 

I  “  Agreed  to  transmit  this  communication 
The  Synod  expressed  their  unanimous ;  immediately  to  our  brethren  now  sitting  ; 
approbation  of  the  preamble  to  the  paper*  and  appointed  Messrs.  Rentoul,  Craig,  and 
from  the  Committee.  I  Wm.  Carr  for  this  purpose. 

Articles  1,  2,  3,  of  the  proposed  Union  j  Extracted  by 

were  unanimously  received.  For  article  4,  i  THOS.  WHINNERY,  Clerk." 

i 

the  following  article  was  adopted.  “  To  j 

declare  their  independence  of  any  ecclesi- 1  From  the  above  communication  it  app<’ar- 
astical  court ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  '  ed  that  on  the  Articles  of  Coalescence  for¬ 
do  hereby  signify  their  hearty  inclination  to  warded  to  the  brethren,  they  had  made  no 
hold  a  correspondence  wuth  their  sister  i  change,  save  tlie  substitution,  in  Article  4, 
Church  in  Scotland  or  elsewhere,  for  their  j  of  the  words  “  insubordination  to"  for  “  in- 
mutual  edification:  but  think  it  expedient  dependence  o/’.”  The  Synod  heartily  and 
not  to  lay  themselves  under  any  restrictions  *  unanimously  agreed  to  this  alteration.  The 
as  to  the  manner  of  said  correspotidence.”  i  Sy  nod  also  declared  that  ”  there  is  now  no 
Articles  5,  6,  vvere  unanimously  adopted.  |  obstruction  to  the  formation  of  the  coales- 
Agreed  to  transmit  these  articles  imme- 1  cence  betw-een  the  two  Synotls  and  with 
diately'  to  the  Brethren  sitting  in  Rev.  Mr.  a  view  to  carrying  it  into  eficct,  agreed  to 
Davidson’s  Meeting-House ;  and  for  this  meet  our  brethren  in  Rev.  Mr.  Davidson’s 
purpose,  appointed  Messrs.  Rankin,  Millar,  I  Meeting-House  this  evening  at  8  o’clock 


Of  tliif  agrccmcat  and  proposed  meeting 
the  brethren  of  the  other  Synod  were  adver¬ 
tised  through  the  medium  of  their  depu¬ 
tation.  Closed  with  prayer. 


time,  we  do  hereby  signify  our  hearty  incli¬ 
nation  to  hold  a  correspondence  with  our 
sister  Church  in  ScoUand,  or  elsewhere,  for 
our  mutual  edification ;  but  we  think  it  ex¬ 
pedient  not  to  lay  ourselves  under  any 
restrictions  as  to  the  manner  of  said  cor- 
resp)ondence. 

“  V.  We  let  all  the  Presbyteries  and 
congregations  in  our  connexion  bear  the 
same  name,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  stand  as 
they  were  before  tlie  coalescence. 

“  VI.  We  agree  carefully  to  preser\’e  all 
the  public  Records  of  the  two  Synods  from 
their  formation  in  the  kingdom  till  the  pre¬ 
sent  day.” 

A  roll  of  the  Synod  was  ordered  to  be 
made  out,  to  be  inserted  in  this  minute,  in¬ 
cluding  all  the  ordained  Ministers  of  each 
1  Svnod  at  the  time  of  the  coalescence. 


Cooksiown^  Rev.  Mr.  Davidson*s  Meeting- 1 
kouse^  8  o'clock^  Evening. 

The  Members  who  composed  the  two 
Synods  of  Seceders  met  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  themselves  into  one  Synod.  Rev. 
Mr.  Rentoul  and  Rev.  Mr.  Boyle  prayed 
for  light  and  direction.  For  Moderator  of 
the  Synods,  when  united,  Messrs.  Rankin, 
Rentoul,  Rogers,  and  John  Wright  were 
put  in  nomination.  Mr.  Rentoul  was  chosen, 
and  took  the  chair.  Mr  Samuel  Edgar  was 
unanimously  chosen  Clerk. 

The  Moderator  by  prayer  united  the  tu'o 
Syno'k>  into  one^  and  constituted  them  as 
one  Synody  under  the  desigriaiion  oj'  ‘‘  the 
Presbyterian  Synod  of  Ireland^  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  name  Seceders."*^ 


Friday  Morning y  11  o' Clock. 

TTie  Synod  met.  The  roll  ordered  was 
made  out  as  follows  : — Presbytery  of  An¬ 
trim. — Thomas  Bell,  Mosside  ;  John  Mar, 
Ahoghil ;  Thos.  Reid,  Randalstown  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Wallace,  Donegore  ;  Francis  Wilson> 
Killimurris ;  Robert  Longhead,  Ballimony ; 
James  Mayne,  Camaboy. — Presbytery  of 
Markethill. — Samuel  King,  Tyrone’s- 
ditches ;  David  Moore,  Market-hill;  Joseph 
Crawford,  C  re  more ;  Samuel  Beatie,  Aho- 
rey;  John  Kerr,  Newiy ;  David  Stuart, 
Mary’s  .^bbey,  Dublin;  Samuel  Moora, 
Rorkcorry  . — Presbytery  of  Monaghan. — 
James  Rankin,  Monaghan ;  Robert  Lewers, 
Glentubret;  John  Marshal,  Cootebill ; 
James  Thompson,  Drum;  Joseph  W'ilson, 
Clarke’s-bridge ;  Andrew  Johnston,  New- 
bliss ;  Samuel  Crookshank.*,  Corenery ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Bell,  Baileborough ;  Richard  Ross, 
Drumkeen 


ARTICLES  OF  COALESCENCE. 

“  I.  We,  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Ire¬ 
land,  distinguished  by  the  name  Seceders, 
do  declare  our  constant  and  inviolable  at¬ 
tachment  to  our  already  approved  and  re- 
cognir.ed  standards,  namely,  the  Westmin¬ 
ster  Confession  of  Faith,  Larger  and 
Shorter  Catechisms,  Directory*  for  Worship, 
•nd  Form  of  Presbyterian  Church  Govern¬ 
ment,  with  the  original  Secession  Testi¬ 
mony. 

“  II.  As  we  unite  under  the  banner  of  a 
Testimony,  we  are  determined  in  all  time 
coming,  as  our  forefather's  have  set  us  the 
example,  to  assert  the  truth  when  it  is  in¬ 
jured  or  opposed,  and  to  condemn,  and  tes¬ 
tify  against  error  and  immorality  whenever 
they  seem  to  prevail. 

“III.  We  do  herf^by  cancel  the  names 
of  Burgher  and  .Antiburgher  for  ever,  arid 
unite  in  one  Synod,  to  be  hereafter  known 
by  the  nam^  of  ‘  The  Presbyterian  Synod 
of  Ireland,  distinguished  by  the  name  Se¬ 
ceders.’ 

“  IV.  We  declare  our  insulx»rdination  to 
anv  ecclesiastical  errir* :  while,  at  the  s?me 


Joseph  Marlin,  Denyvally ; 
William  M‘Kelvy,  Cahans ;  John  Elliot. 
.Smyth borough. — Presbytery  of  Belfast. — 
John  Huttf>n,  Ballicopland ;  Ilertry  Hunter, 
HiIl*ha!I ;  William  Mofifal,  Moira;  David 
Maxwell,  Newtownards;  Joseph  Kelso, 
Magheragall ;  William  Carr,  Belfast.— 

presbytery  of _  Upper  Tyrone. - Lewi* 

Rrnwn.  ^ixmilerros*  :  John  I»avvrv  Upp^r 
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Clennances ;  Hugh  Stoaks,  Glenhoy ;  Ro¬ 
bert  Reid,  Dunnemana;  John  Watson, 
Ballinahatty ;  James  Bridge,  Ballimagrane ; 
David  Fulton,  Stranorlar;  John  Allen, 
Caledon;  D^vid  Evans,  Pomeroy  ;  Andrew 
Maxwell,  Ardstra. — Presbytery  of  Temple- 
Patrick, — William  Holmes,  Ballyeaston  ; 
Thomas  Carmichail,  Ahoghil  ;  Alexander 
Clarke,  Lyle  ;  George  M‘Caughcy,  Larne ; 
William  Munniss,  Roseyards  ;  James  Wil¬ 
son,  Kirkinriola;  John  Wright,  Bally¬ 
easton. — Presbytery  of  Lower  Tyrone. — 
John  Wilson,  Lecomfer;  John  Bridge, 
Castlecaulfield ;  Hugh  Bell,  Egglish ;  Tho¬ 
mas  Millar,  Cookstown  ;  James  Kinnear, 
/ 

Lower  Cleniianees  ;  Thomas  Heron,  Balli- 
goney ;  William  Harkness,  Sandholes ; 
Samuel  M‘Curdy,  Stew  artstown. — Presby- 
tery  of  JVewtonlimavady, — James  Rentoul, 
Ray  ;  William  Dickey,  Canione ;  William 
Wilson,  Newtonlimavady ;  Samuel  Craig, 
Cross-roads;  James  Crawford,  Derry; 
Doctor  Samuel  Gamble,  Ramclton  ;  James 
Gamble,  Slrabane. — Presbytery  of  Ar¬ 
magh, — William  Henry,  Tassagh ;  George 
Hay,  Doneclony ;  AVilliam  Beatic,  King’s- 
mills  ;  John  Reid,  Drumbanagher  ;  William 
Agnew,  Ncw-mills ;  Robert  Lyons  Porter, 
Tullyallen;  James  Harvey,  Bedrock;  Wil¬ 
liam  Reid,  Scarva ;  Samuel  Oliver  Edgar, 
Armagh;  Edward  Jardine,  Drumhillary; 
Robert  Hawthorn,  Clare ;  Thomas  Hutch¬ 
eson,  Mass-Lane,  Dublin. — Presbytery  of 
Down, — William  Moorhead,  Loughaheyr; 
Samuel  Edgar,  Ballinahinch ;  Thomas 
Walker,  Saintfield ;  John  Rogers,  Glascar ; 
John  Rutlierford,  Ballydown;  James 
M‘Culloch,  Granshaw  ;  Isaac  Allen,  Gar- 
vaghy  ;  David  M‘Kee,  Anachlone  ;  Thomas 
Tate,  Rathfryland ;  Thomas  M*Kee,  Castle- 
W'ellan  ;  Thomas  Main  Reid,  Drumgooland ; 
James  Porter,  Drumlee ;  Joseph  Lowry, 
Lissara ,  John  Sturgeon,  Boardmills ;  James 
Wright,  Balliblack ;  Alexander  Bryson, 
Four-towns. — Presbytery  of  Derry, — Tho¬ 
mas  Mayne,  Garvagh ;  Adam  Boyle, 
Boveedy;  James  Hunter,  Colerain ;  Wil¬ 
iam  Wilson,  Crossgar;  Alexander  Mulli¬ 
gan,  Colcnady. 


The  Synod  appointed  their  next  meeting 
to  be  in  Derry,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
July,  1819. 

Thanks  were  unanimously  voted  to  the 
Committee  for  preparing  the  plan  of  coales¬ 
cence.  The  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
John  Reid,  Samuel  Craig,  Thomas  Millar, 
Dr.  Samuel  Gamble,  David  Stuart,  and 
Samuel  Edgar,  were  continued,  and  in¬ 
structed  to  proceed  with  the  adaptation  of 
tlie  Act  and  Testimony  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  Secession  Church  in  Ireland;  and 
also  in  preparing  materials  for  a  liistory  oi 
the  Secession. 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Young  Men's  Missionanj 
Society  of  JYew-York. 

{Concluded  from  p.  474.) 

In  the  same  letter  he  observes,  “  There 
are  awakenings  in  several  places  in  this  re¬ 
gion.  The  pe  ople  of  the  town  of  Remsen 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  God’s 
ordinances  and  institutions ;  but  for  some 
months  there  has  been  a  solemn  attention 
among  them.  I  have  lately  spent  one  Sab¬ 
bath  with  them,  and  Mr.  Barnard  two.  I 
am  requested  to  administer  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  there,  which  I  shall  do  on  .Sabbath  next. 
Seven  persons  have  oflered  themselves,  and 
more  are  expected  to  join  the  Church  of 
God  at  that  place.  In  the  town  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  which  is  destitute  of  Gospel  ordinan¬ 
ces,  there  is  also  a  serious  attention  to  reli¬ 
gion.  Twelve  persons  wish  to  join  th«“ 
Church,  and  I  am  earnestly  de.sired  to  visit 
that  place  also  to  dispense  the  Sacrament.  ” 
In  a  letter  of  March  6,  he  says,  “  Mr. 
Barnard  has  closed  his  mission.  He  has 
been  very  acceptable,  and  his  ministry 
blessed  wherever  he  laboured.  I  shall  now 
be  alone,  unless  the  Board  send  others  to 
take  part  with  me  in  the  important  work. 
There  is  evidently  an  increased  attention  to 
divine  things  wherever  we  have  visited.  In 
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t  number  of  places  in  this  region,  the  Spirit  Eutychus  present ;  and  if  I  had  continued 
f»f  God  is  poured  out  Many  others  are  re-  until  midnight,  the  people  would  have  glad- 
ijuesting  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  be  ly  heard  me.  To  the  30  persons  mentioned 
preached  unto  them,  and  the  healing  waters  above  as  having  been  received  in  these  two 
of  (he  sanctuary  administered  to  their  souls,  places,  I  have  also  received  8  in  Western, 
AVhat  an  howling  wildeniess  presents  itself  and  baptized  8  adults.  I  have  dispensed  the 
to  view !  Oh  Lord !  pour  out  thy  Spirit,  Lord’s  .Supper  twice  in  this  time.”  Mr. 
and  send  forth  labourers  to  proclaim  salva-  Dunlap,  as  well  as  Mr.  Barnard,  gives  a 
tion  t(^. those  who  are  perishing  in  their  most  affecting  account  of  the  religious  state 
sins.”  of  (he  population,  generally,  among  whom 

On  the  fourth  of  May  he  writes,  “  I  have  he  has  feboured.  Hunting  and  fishing  afe 
frequently  expressed  my  inability  to  answer  in  some  places  the  common  amusements  of 
all  the  calls  made  on  me  for  ministerial  la-  the  Lord’s  day.  There  are  multitudes, 
bour.  The  fields  are  truly  whitening  to  the  however,  extremely  eager  to  hear  the  Goi- 
harvest.  On  the  third  Sabbath  of  April,  in  pel  preached.  The  calls  for  it  are  numer- 
answer  to  repeated  solicitations,  I  dispensed  ous  and  urgent,  while  there  is  among  them 
the  Lord’s  Supf>er  in  Florence,  where  a  a  grievous  famine  of  the  word  of  life.  In  the 
Church  has  existed  for  some  years,  but  has  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  where  Mr.  Dunlap 
never  had  a  settled  ministr}’.  Twelve  were  is  fully  persuaded  that  his  ministry  has  been 
received  on  profession  of  their  faith.  The  blessed,  there  is  only  one  preacher  of  the 
day  was  very  stormy,  the  roads  extremely  Gospel,  and  he  not  permanently  settled, 
bad,  yet  a  respectable  audience  attended.  The  uninformed  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
and  solemnity  marked  their  deportment,  in  which  Mr.  Dunlap  has  laboured,  are  re- 
Last  week  I  visited  the  Churches  I  had  presented  by  him  as  in  imminent  danger  of 
planted  at  Constantia  and  Volney.  The  first  being  carried  away  with  every  wind  of  false 
is  reduced  to  four  members,  in  consequence  doctrine ;  as  there  are  not  wanting  around 
of  removals  from  that  place.  The  Church  them  and  among  them  many,  who,  to  use 
at  Volney  is  prospe  ring.  Several  persons  his  expressions,  “  are  teaching  for  doctrines, 
are  desirous  of  becoming  members.  They  j  not  only  the  commandments  of  men,  but  the 
keep  regular  Sabbath  meetings.  I  was  ]  doctrines  of  devils.  Such  men,”  he  adds, 
pressed  to  administer  the  Lord’s  Supper,  “  fly  to  places  which  are  destitute  of  reli- 
but  could  not  tarry.”  The  following  is  an  gfous  instruction,  and  lead  captive  ignorant 
extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Rome,  24th  June  ;  persons,  who  become  a  prey  to  these  apos- 
“  Since  I  brought  my  family  to  thi.s  place,”  ties  of  error.” 

(in  the  beginning  of  that  month)  “  I  have  The  Board  close  their  account  of  Mr. 
been  deeply  engaged  in  my  labours,  and  Dunlap’s  labours,  with  some  extracts  from 
the  Lord  has  evidently  blessed  them.  I  his  latest  communication  of  September  25th. 
have  organized  two  Churches,  one  in  \  ien-  “  Through  the  infinite  mercy  of  the  God  of 
na,  of  tivelvc  members ;  the  other  at  Oswego  grace  and  providence,  my  life  has  been  pro- 
Falls,  of  eighteen  members.  There  has  been  longed  two  years  in  the  ser^’ice  of  the  So- 
a  great  attention  to  religion  in  the  latter  ciety.  My  health  has  been  so  good  as  not 
place  for  some  time  past.  Eight  weeks  ago  to  prevent  me  from  fulfilling  any  appoint- 
1  preached  In  the  village ;  and,  on  a  short  ment  for  religious  service.  1  have  prcach- 
waming,  an  audience  of  200  convened  in  an  ed  twice,  but  more  generally  three  times, 
evening.  I  preached  with  great  freedom  on  the  Sabbath,  and  often  in  the  week.  1 
from  these  words,  “  God  is  /ore.”  All  eyes  have  humbly  attempted,  in  the  strength  of 
were  fixed,  all  ears  were  open,  and  1  trust  the  I^rd  Jesus,  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
their  hearts  also.  It  was  nearly  11  o’clock  miniater  of  the  cross;  preaching  salvation 
l)efore  I  closed.  There  was  not  a  sleeping  to  siniicrs,  edifving  saints,  coiiffortiug  the 
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afflicted,  visiting  and  teaching  from  house 
to  house,  conversing  with  many  on  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  their  souls,  oi^niiing  churches,  re¬ 
ceiving  members,  ordaining  officeri  in  the 
bouse  of  God,  exercising  its  discipline,  and 
administering  the  seals  of  the  covenant  to 
adults  and  infants.  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
•bserve,  that  not  (me,  whom  I  have  received 
on  confession,  have  hitherto  wounded  their 
profession,  or  made  shipwreck  of  their  faith. 
May  the  living  God  keep  them  by  his 
mighty  power,  and  receive  them  into  the 
kingdom  of  his  glor}’.  I  have  observ’cd  that 
the  more  I  am  enabled  to  deliver  divine 
truth  in  a  plain  and  scriptural  style,  the 
more  it  is  relished,  and  the  more  good,  I 
trust,  is  done  by  it.  I  have  generally  ad¬ 
hered  to  my  original  plan,  of  labouring  in  a 
circuit,  watering  what  I  have  sown,  giving 
line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept. 
I  have,  however,  found  it  necessary,  at 
times,  to  deviate  from  this  rule,  in  answer 
10  pressing  calls. 

“  During  my  two  years  labour  I  have 
organized  eight  churches,  have  dispensed 
'he  Ix)rd*s  Supper  as  often  as  once  a  month, 
and  received  nearly  two  hundred  persons 
into  communion.  I  have  frequently  visited 
and  examined  schools,  and  have  distributed 
the  greater  part  of  the  Bibles,  Testaments, 
Catechisms,  and  Tracts,  furnished  by  the 
Board,  which  have  been  thankfully  receiv¬ 
ed,  and,  no  doubt,  done  much  good.  I  have 
laboured  one-third  of  the  last  year  at  West¬ 
ern,  have  received  ^00  from  the  church 
there,  and  ^38  from  other  places:  which 
sums  I  have  credited  to  the  Society.’* 

He  thus  concludes  :  “  My  time  for  Mis¬ 
sionary  lalx)urs  and  exertions  will  soon  be 
tjver;  and  the  few  churches  I  have  planted 
will  S' >on  dwindle  and  die  without  further 
lid;  I  therefore  earnestly  entreat  the  Board 
and  the  Society,  to  take  active  measures  for 
procuring  suitable  niis»ionaries,  who  may 
be  placed  among  them.  I  cannot  boasl  of 
that  rapid  success  in  my  ministry  which 
many  have  enjoyed ;  the  residue  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  is  with  the  Lord ;  but  1  consider  it  as  an 
infinite  mercy,  that  the  God  of  grace  has,  In 


any  measure,  condesceaded  to  bless  ,  my 
very  feeble  and  unprofitable  labours  with 
success.  To  his  name  be  all  the  glory.” 

The  Board  congratulate  the  Society,  that 
they  have  been  able  to  secure,  for  another 
year,  the  valuable  services  of  this  venerable, 
zealous,  and  indefatigable  missionary.  la 
every  letter  he  earnestly  entreats  an  interest 
in  your  prayers;  and  the  Directors  hope 
that  the  members  will  not  be  unmindful  of 
him,  and  their  other  Missionaries,  at  Uie 
Throne  of  Grace:  for,  a  Paul  may 'plant,  and 
an  A  polios  water,  but  it  is  God  alone  who 
can  succeed  their  efforts  and  give  the  in¬ 
crease. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  Rev.  Symmet 
C.  Heniy,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  was 
appointed  to  labour  in  the  southwestern 
counties  of  this  state,  in  the  dii«ction  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Henr}’ spent  two  month.s  on 
his  mission,  and  finding  that  Pittsford  and 
Carthage,  two  villages  to  the  west  of  Canan¬ 
daigua,  were  particularly  in  want  of  a 
preached  Gospel,  be  spent  the  principal 
part  of  his  lime  at  those  two  places.  In 
Pittsford  he  found  a  church  organized,  but 
no  stated  dispensation  of  the  means  of  grace. 
In  consequence  of  this,  many  of  the  pi'ople 
were  ver}’  negligent  in  the  observance  of 
the  Sabbath,  and  apparently  indifferent 
about  securing  to  themsr‘lvc.s  a  preached 
Gos[>el.  He  was  received  in  a  very  friendly 
manner;  and,  while  ho  continued  among 
them,  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  want 
of  hearers  at  a  single  meeting.  The  audi¬ 
ences,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  at  the  weekly 
meetings,  were  large  and  attentive.  To- 
ivaids  the  close  of  his  labours  among  them, 
the  number  of  hearers,  at  the  evening  meet¬ 
ings,  became  so  great  as  to  render  it  necr  s- 
sarv'  to  transfer  them  from  the  schwlhouse 
to  the  church.  Even  those  who  were  for¬ 
merly  scofl'ers  at  every  thing  .sacred,  and 
were  seldom  or  never  at  a  religiou.s  meeting 
of  any  kind,  became  punctual  in  their  at¬ 
tendance  at  tlie  house  of  prayer.  He  ob¬ 
serves,  “  I  know  of  nothing  special  occur¬ 
ring  under  my  ministry  at  this  jJace,  except 
the  general  and  increasing  attention  to  the 
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to  eternal  I’fe.”  Carthage,  the  other  place, 
and  which  was  the  principal  scene  of  his 
labours,  is  a  small  village  of  about  forty  fa¬ 
milies,  at  tlie  head  of  navigation  on  the  Gen- 
nessee  river.  “This,”  says  Mr.  Henry, 

“  was  the  spot  where  I  had  the  happiness 
to  witness  the  blessing  of  God  on  my  feeble 
attempts  to  promote  his  cause,  among  a  peo¬ 
ple  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.  When 
I  first  visited  it,  there  was  nothing  like  the 
feature  of  a  religious  society.  Exceptins: 
three  or  four  families  of  wealth  and  respect¬ 
ability,  the  inhabitants  were  generally  of  the 
poorer  class.  Their  ignorance  of  the  great 
and  fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity 
was  lamentable  in  the  extreme.  I  com¬ 
menced  preaching,  and  visiting  from  house 
to  house,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
instruction  in  a  plain  and  familiar 

In  a  short  time  there  was  a  general  atten- '  a  revival  of  religion  had  taken  place, 
tion  throughout  the  village,  and  the  people  ’  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  few  pious 
manifested  an  eager  desire  to  hear  the  glad  individuals,  who  had  established  prayer 
news  of  salvation.  The  schoolhouse  be-  meetings  and  a  religious  conference  on  the 
came  crowded,  and  solemnity  appeared  tO|  Sabbath.  The  work  had  been  greatly 
pervade  the  audience.  Several  began  to  checked  by  the  introduction  of  doi.'*rin€5 
be  deeply  concerned  for  their  spiritual  wel-  inimical  to  vital  piety. — Those  of  the  Uni¬ 
fare,  and  to  inquire,  in  the  language  of  the  versalists  had  been  industriously  circulated. 
Scriptures,  must  ^re  do  io  be  saved  /  were  led  away  by  them.  His 

The  good  work  continued  to  increase,  and  ^  meetings,  however,  were  well  attended; 
new  instances  of  conviction  were  multiplied,  and  he  had  the  pleasure  to  find  that  those 
Things  verged  to  such  a  crisis,  as  seemed  j  Pernicious  sentiments  were  daily  losing 
to  justify  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  ground,  and  that  several  who  had  em- 
Christ’s  church  in  this  village.  Accordingly,  braced,  renounced  them  as  fals#*  and  de- 
after  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  a  structive. 

day  was  appointed  for  tliC  purpose  of  attend- j  The  Board  would  add,  that,  sympathiz¬ 
ing  to  this  solemnity  ;  when,  with  the  assist-  ing  with  the  people  of  Carthage  and  its 
ance  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Roches-  vicinitv,  in  their  interesting  case,  they  have 
ter,  I  organized  a  Presbyterian  church.  The  |  directed  their  Committee  of  Missions  to 
whole  number  of  members,  at  the  time  of  look  out  for  a  missionary  to  be  sent  to  that 


manner, 


"  religion.  On  The  last  report  mentioned  that  Mr.  John 
it  in  the  place,  E.  Miller  had  .succeeded  Mr.  Phillips,  who 
Supper,  when  commenced  a  mission  among  the  destitute 
more  who  pro-  inhabitants  oi  the  northeastern  part^  of  the 
nd  Httachinent  suburbs  of  this  city,  on  the  first  of  October 
CLui-atorv  let-UuK  Mr.  Miller  €nt''rr*d  on 
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on  th«  first  of  November,  continued  in  the 
service  of  the  Society  for  4  months,  and  was 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  visited,  from  house  to  house,  the  abodes 
of  ignorance,  poverty,  and  distress,  distri¬ 
buted  Bibles  and  Tracts,  and  preached  the 
Gospel  in  Sunday  Schools,  and  wherever  he 
could  gather  a  company  of  sinners  to  hear 
it  from  his  mouth.  Though  he  met  with 
many  discouragements  and  difficulties  in  his 
work,  principally  from  the  w  ant  of  a  suit¬ 
able  place,  in  which  he  could  statedly 
preach  to  the  poor ;  yet,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  his  labours  w'ere  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  Through  his^xertibns,  the  igno¬ 
rant  were  instructed  in  the  way  of  duty, 
and  the  vicious  reproved,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  reclaimed.  The  souls  of  poor  and 
pious  saints  were  refreshed  by  his  conversa¬ 
tion  and  his  prayers.  The  sufferings  of  the 
sick  were  alleviated  by  his  kind  attentions, 
and  the  pillow  of  the  dying  was  softened  by 
the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  which  he  ad¬ 
ministered.  Of  the  families  he  visited, 
while  a  few  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his  coun¬ 
sels,  and  refused  admittance  into  their 
houses,  both  of  him  and  of  the  Bible  which 
he  proffered,  many  received  him  gladly  as 
a  messenger  of  mercy,  and  earnestly  desired 
a  repetition  of  his  visits.  Under  his  minis¬ 
trations,  sinners  were  convinced  of  their 
sins,  and  having  obtained  hope  in  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  connected  themselves  with  Christian 
Churches.  Among  the  number  was  a  hoary - 
headed  man  of  70,  and  his  grand-daughter 
of  20  years  old.  Some  who  had  formerly 
professed  the  name  of  Jesus,  but  who  had 
forsaken  his  service  and  his  ordinances,  had 
their  steps  again  directed  to  his  sanctuary. 
The  lambs  of  the  flock  were  not  neglected 
by  him.  He  often  met  with  a  little  groupe 
of  Sunday  scholars  of  about  ten  years  of 
age,  who  had  associated  to  devote  an  hour, 
weekly,  to  the  duty  of  social  worship :  he 
found  them  thus  worthily  engaged;  and 
w  hen  he  left  them,  he  encouraged  them  to 
persevere.  In  the  first  two  months  of  his 
engagement,  he  visited  07  families ;  in  the 
•whole  period,  be  niH<lc  2.:{7  visits  to  the 


I  poor,  and  distributed  among  them  623 
Tracts  and  55  Bibles.  In  the  beginning  of 
January,  Mr.  Miller  commented  preaching 
statedly  on  Wednesday  evenings,  at  a  house 
in  Norfolk-street,  where  he  had  increasing, 
attentive,  and,  towards  the  close,  crowded 
and  solemn  audiences.  To  them  he  deli¬ 
vered  his  farewell  address,  after  sermon,  in 
the  evening  of  February  25th.  His  hear¬ 
ers  were  much  affected,  and  many  of  them, 
expressed  a  deep  regret  at  his  leav  ing  them. 
In  sjjeaking  of  these  meetings,  he  observes, 
“  The  meetings  which  have  been  held  in 
this  street,  I  can  confidently  sav,  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Society,  have  not 
been  in  vain.  A  great  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  morals  of  several  persons 
in  the  neighlx)urhood.  A  number  who 
were  immoral,  and  who  had  entirely  neg¬ 
lected  public  worship,  are  now  moral,  and 
attend  the  public  ordinances  of  God’s 
house.  Several,  who  were  careless  about 
religion,  begin  to  think  seriously  about  their 
souls.” 

Mr.  Miller  also,  during  the  months  of 
January  and  February,  preached  regularly 
on  Sabbath  morning  to  the  Sunday  scholars 
in  the  room  of  the  Henry-street  Free  School, 
and  in  the  evening  to  their  parents  and 
others  in  the  same  place.  On  the  22d  of 
Februaiy,  he  observes,  The  number  of 
scholars  a.s3embled  was  large.  They  have 
much  improved  in  their  attention  and  con¬ 
duct  since  I  have  preached  to  them.  Some 
of  them  are  uncommonly  attentive,  and  of¬ 
ten  tender  under  preaching.”  His  con¬ 
gregation  of  adults  here  was  also  on  the 
increase.  In  the  evening  of  March  1st  he 
preached  his  farewell  sermon  to  an  a.'Jscm- 
bly  of  3  or  400  persons.  During  the  exer¬ 
cises  much  solemnity  prevailed,  and  he 
trusts  they  will  not  be  forgotten.  The 
Board  would  only  add  Mr.  Miller’s  testi¬ 
mony  in  favour  of  the  Report  on  the  subject 
of  Pauperism,  published  in  this  city  during 
the  last  winter.  He  says,  “  The  causes  of 
the  j)Overty  and  of  the  degradation  of  the 
poor,  arc  ju’^tly  stated  in  that  report ;  and  I 
feel  Sensible,  from  the  inters  ourse  I  have 
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had  ^Ith  them,  that  the  Committee  have 
sugitested  the  very  best  methods  for  cor¬ 
recting  the  many  evils  existing  among  the 
poor.” 

The  Society  cannot  fail  to  recollect  the 
notice,  in  the  last  report,  of  the  steps  which 
had  been  taken  to  procure  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  Corlaer’s  Hook,  for  the  building 
of  a  Mission-house,  the  approbation  with 
which  the  plan  of  erecting  such  a  building 
was  received,  and  the  vigorous  measures  i 
then  taken  in  relation  to  that  subject.  In 
addition  to  one  thousand  and  twenty-eight 
dollars,  which  was  subscribed  on  the  spot, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  i 
forty-five  dollars  was  afterward  added  to  I 
the  subscription  by  members  not  then  pre- 1 
sent,  and  other  persons  friendly  to  the  ob- 1 
ject  The  Committee,  previously  appointed  | 
for  the  purpose,  waited  upem  Col.  Rutgers,  | 
who  promptly  offered  to  the  Society  the 
donation  of  any  vacant  land  belonging  to 
him.  It  was  with  regret  that  the  Board 
were  not  able  to  avail  themselves  of  that 

I 

gentleman's  liberal  offer:  there  being  nb 
situation  w  iibin  the  limits  of  his  estate  | 
deemed  suitable  for  the  purpose.  After 
various  negotiations  with  different  individu¬ 
als,  they  at  length  fixed  upon  two  lots 
belonging  to  Col.  Willett,  on  the  north  side 
of  Broonife-street,  between  Lewis  and  Can- 
non-streets,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler's  missionary  laiKKirs.  Those  two  lots 
they  leased  for  tweaty-five  years,  from  the 
f rst  day  of  May,  for  flOO  per  annum.  A 
committee  was  appointed  immediately  with 
full  power  to  build  a  Mission-house.  This 
duty  has  been  p>erfonned  in  a  manner  highly 
saiisfaclorT  to  the  Board,  in  the  erection  of 
a  very  handvxne  palace  of  worship,  40  feet 
by  50.  This  building  has  cost,  including 
.IS  furniture,  about  2800  dollars,  which  will 
f  xceed  the  amount  subscribed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  by  a^XHit  p>27.  This  sum  the  Board 
will  have  to  pjay  out  of  their  Mifsionaiy 
.^UTids  unless  it  be  raised,  as  they  hope  it 
wjU  be,  by  vr^untary  donations  from  those 
who  hare  not  yet  contributed  to  the  object 
7  aev  have  cacsed  the  house  to  be  ensured 


for  2500  dollars.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
sen  ice  of  God  on  Sabbath  evening  the  11th 
of  October.  A  sermon  from  Psalm  cxxxii. 
8,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mathews, 
and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  McClelland  and 
M‘Leod  assisted  on  the  occasion,  making 
the  opening  and  concluding  prayers. 

The  Board  cannot  forbear  to  congratulate 
the  Society  upon  this  joyful  event,  and  to 
solicit  them  to  unite 


in  thanksgiving  to  God 
whose  good  hand  has  enabled  us  to  build 
this  temple  for  his  worship  :  and,  in  ardent 
supplications  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  that 
be  will  incline  the  hearts  of  the  poor  to  at¬ 
tend  in  that  sanctuary  to  the  minlstratiooj 
of  their  present  and  future  Missionaries,  and 
bless  them  to  their  present  ewnfort  and 
eternal  salvation. 

On  the  14th  of  September  they  resolved 
to  employ  Mr.  Robert  Steel,  a  licentiate  erf 
the  Presbytery  of  New-York,  as  their  Mis- 
slonarj*  in  this  city.  He  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  appiolntment  a  short  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  opening  of  the  Mission  House ; 
and  was  employed  in  visiting  the  families  in 
the  neighbourhood,  apprizing  thf'm  of  the 
objects  of  the  society  in  its  erection,  and  io- 
viiing  them  to  attend  the  solemnities  of  its 
dedication.  On  Sunday,  the  18th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  he  commenced  his  public  duties  as  a 
preacher  in  that  place.  His  ministraucios 
have  hitherto  been  well  attended,  and  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  acceptable  to  the  people.  He 
preaches  morning  and  evening  on  the  .Sab¬ 
bath,  and  bolds  a  meeting  for  prayer  on 
Thursday  evenings.  A  .Sunday  scbcol  has 
been  established  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Steel  and  a  Committee  of  the  Board  ;  and 
received  under  the  care  of  the  Sunday 
School  Union  Society,  as  school  No.  35. 
The  school  nueeU  in  the  Missiofi  House  in 
the  aflemoofi  of  every  Lord’s  day,  is  in  a 
prospering  stale,  and  likely  to  be  an  use¬ 
ful  appendage  to  the  mission.  During  the 
residue  of  Um:  week,  Mr.  .Steel  is  employed, 
as  Mr.  Miller  was,  in  visit'ng  tlie  aick,  tiw 
afflicted,  and  the  dying,  in  gathering; 

I  scholars  for  tr«e  school;  arid  lotiting  tlie 
igfK/rant  and  the  poor  of  the  vicinity  le 
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attend  this  sanctuary  and  hear  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus,  who  is  able  to  make  the  one  unse 
unto  salvation,  the  other  ric/i  in  faith ;  and 
both,  heirs* of  a  kingdom  that  shall  never 
fade  away. 

Early  in  the  spring,  the  Board  directed 
their  Secretary  to  open  a  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  London  Missionary  Society. 
Several  copies  of  the  last  annual  report 
were  transmitted  to  that  venerated  institu- 
fion,  with  a  number  of  copies  of  the  auni- 
versary  sermon.  An  answer  to  this  com¬ 
munication  is  daily  expected. 

In  addition  to  the  sums  received  from  the 
members  as  their  dues,  and  the  collections, 
amounting  to  ^28  67,  made  after  the  anni¬ 
versary  sermon  in  December  last,  the  Board 
have  received  the  following  donations,  (not 
yet  acknowledged,)  vii.  $30  from  several 
individuals  belonging  to  the  Rutgers-Street 
church.  45  Bibles  from  the  Auxiliary 
New-York  Bible  Society,  30  from  the  Union 
Bible  Society  in  this  city,  50  from  the 
Oneida  Bible  Society,  presented  to  Mr. 
Dunlap,  various  donations  of  Tracts,  from 
Members  of  the  New-York  Religious  Tract 
Society,  and  several  suras  of  jJ30  each, 
to  constitute  individuals  members  for  life. 

The  amount  in  the  treasury  during  the 
year  has  been  composed  of  the  follow'ing 
particulars,  to  wit : 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Nov. 

19,  1817 . J  791  03 

Received  for  Missionary  pur¬ 
poses,  .  2188  92 

Collected  on  subscription  list 
for  building  a  Mission-house  1921  77 


Total . 3^^901  72 

And  the  exi)enditures  have  lieen  as  follows : 
Salaries  of  Missionaries  and  or¬ 
dinary  expenses  ....  31996  20 
Raid  on  account  of  the  Mission 

House .  2614  06 


Total . .  .  34610  26 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
furv  of . 3  291  46  I 


It  will  be  perceived  that  the  amount 
already  advanced  by  the  Board  out  of  their 
Missionary  funds,  for  the  completion  of  this 
Mission  House,  is  $692  29. 

There  yet  remains  of  the  subscription  list 
uncollected  about  3300  ;  and  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  the  Mission  House  about 

3200. 

During  the  last  year,  twelve  Missionaries 
have  been  employed  by  the  Board,  in- 
cludiiig  Mr.  Searle.  If  Mr.  Timlow,  Mr. 
Davenport,  and  Mr.  Woods,  have  proceeded 
on  their  Missions,  as  it  is  hoped  tliey  have  ; 
the  Society  have  still  in  their  employment, 
erght  Mi9.<)ionaries,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Dunlap, 
Platt,  Woods,  Chester,  Snodgrass,  Tim- 
low,  Davenport,  and  Steel.  The  Directors 
have  lately  received  an  application  from  a 
gentleman  wiio  desires  to  be  employed  as  a 
Missionary  on  the  west  banks  of  lake 
Champlain.  If  inquiries  which  have  been 
fnstituted  as  to  his  character  and  qualifica¬ 
tions,  result  in  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board, 
the  Society  will  then  have  a  pro«<peet  of 
commencing  a  new  year  of  Missionary 
exerbon,  with  nine  Missionaries  in  their 
service. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  enlarged 
sphere  of  action  and  usefulness,  into  which 
the  Providence  of  God  has  led  the  Society, 
demands  very  ample  resources,  a  great  in¬ 
crease  of  numbers,  and  all  the  liberality  of 
themselves,  and  their  friends,  to  enable  the 
Directors  to  continue  such  extended  o|>era- 
tions.  It  is  particularly  recommended  to 
every  member  to  interest  himself  in  obtain¬ 
ing  new  associates  and  donations  from 
among  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 

On  a  review  of  the  transactions  of  the 
year,  the  Directors,  although  they  sincerely 
regret  the  many  infirmities  with  which  they 
have  administered  the  important  trusts  con¬ 
fided  to  them  by  the  Society,  and  find  much 
reason  for  humiliation  before  God  for  the 
very  imperfect  manner  in  which  they  have 
attended  upon  his  work  ;  yet,  they  discover 
abundant  reasons  for  gratitude  to  the  Head 
of  the  Church,  for  the  signal  manner  in 
which  he  has  vouchsafed  to  own  and  blc*? 
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their  feeble  and  unworthy  efforts  to  spread 
abroad  the  knowledge  of  his  name ;  giving 
them,  not  to  say  much  more  than  their 
deserts,  but,  far  more  than  their  most  san¬ 
guine  expectations,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  ventured  to  anticipate. 

Brethren — We  have  a  gracious  Master, 
who,  verily,  rewards  bis  servants  with  a 
Liberal  hand !  He  knows  and  pities  their 
inhrmities ;  and  wlnle  he  tenderly  rebukes 
the  weakness  of  their  fleshy  deigns  to  ac¬ 
cept  and  commend  the  willingness  of  their 
spirits.  Let  his  g^oodness  excite  us  to  make 
greater  efforts  in  his  cause.  VVe  have 
every  inducement ;  for,  it  is  a  glorious 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.  It  is  the 
cause  of  this  Master,  against  the  arch  enemy 
of  the  human  race  :  the  conflict  of  the  Prince 
of  Light  and  Life  with  the  powers  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  of  death.  It  is  a  most  benevolent 
cause ;  for  it  aims  to  rescue  sinners,  of  our 
own  fleab  and  blood,  from  the  captivity  of 
Satan.  It  is  most  honourable  ;  for  we,  un¬ 
worthy  as  we  are,  are  permitted  to  be  fel¬ 
low-workers  with  the  whole  Christian 
world,  in  evangelizing  the  nations;  nay, 
with  God  himself,  in  fulfilling  his  pfx>mis€ 
to  his  Son,  of  putting  all  enemits  under  his 
Jeet,  of  giving  him  the  heathen  for  his  in¬ 
heritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  for  a  possession.  And,  it  is  also  a 
hopeful  cause.  Already  is  he  giving  to  it, 
every  where,  earnests  of  future  success. 
It  must  and  siiall  prevail;  for  God  has 
promised  a  final  victory  ;  and  our  leader  is 
Jesus,  the  Captain  or  Salvation.  Let 
us,  then,  be  true  to  him  to  whom  we  have 
sworn  allegiance,  amd  under  whose  standard 
we  are  arranged.  God  has  already  conde¬ 
scended  to  give  us  a  reputable  name  among 
the  missionary’  institutions  of  our  country. 
Let  us  never  be  contented,  until,  by  his 
blessing,  we  have  made  the  \  oung  Men’s 
Missionary  Society  one  of  the  most  efficient 
legions  in  the  armies  of  the  Loro  of 
Hosts. 

Little  is  yet  done  in  comf>anson  with  what 
remains  to  be  executed.  Innumerable  are 
:he  ftrong  holds  of  Satan  in  our  land  yet  to 


be  reduced,  and  they  arc  multiplying  with 
fearful  rapidity.  Some  of  them  we  have 
conquered,  and  converted  into  temples  for 
God’s  praise.  These  conquests  are  to  be 
secured.  The  country  around  them  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  They  are  still 
invested  by  watchful  foes.  Be  diligent, 
therefore,  in  protecting  what  has  been 
gained,  and  in  vigorously  prosecuting  further 
acquisitions.  I.et  no  one,  aver  whom  any 
of  us  have  an  influence,  remain  unconnected 
with  our  ranks.  Allure,  persuade,  and 
entreat  them  to  help  us  in  our  exertions  ia 
the  cause  of  our  Master. 

Brethren — Remember  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Loro  op  Glory. 
He  was  nVA,  yet, ^br  our  saktSy  he  became 
poor,  that  we,  through  his  pouertyy  might 
be  made  rich  !  Has  he  not  commanded  us 
i  to  love  one  another,  C5  he  hath  loved  us  t 
He  does  not  ask  us  to  become  poor,  that 
we  may  make  the  destitute  inhabitants  of 
our  country  rich.  But,  this  he  does  require, 
that  we  should  forego  some  of  our  super- 
JiuitieSy  to  impart  to  those  who  are  hunger¬ 
ing  and  thirsting  after  righteousness,  a  little 
of  the  bread  and  water  of  life,  of  which  we 
enjoy  such  copious  abundance :  at  leasts 
enough  to  alleviate  the  violence  of  tbeii 
lamme. 

Let  not  the  Infant  Churches,  which  have 
been  planted  by  your  Missionaries,  cherished 
by  their  prayers,  and  watered  with  their 
tears,  and  in  whose  behalf  they  so  tenderly 
entreat  you,  wither  and  die  for  want  ol 
cultivation.  Remember  the  tears  of  the 
people  of  Carthage,  when  they  besought 
your  Missionary,  who  first  made  the  name 
of  Jesus  melody  in  their  cars,  to  intercede 
w  ith  you,  not  to  forget,  but  to  pity  and  to 
succour  them.  Let  the  cries  of  the  Church 
at  Bolton,  where  in  a  few  short  months  no 
less  than  65  souls,  trophies  of  rich  grace, 
were  awakened  and  made  alive  unto  God, 
not  only  enter  your  ears,  but  penetrate 
your  hearts.  Listen  to  what  tliey  say  ! 
“  We  are  totally  destitute  of  preaching, 
save  Missionary  labour,  and  that  is  very 
infrequent.  We  arc  wot  able  to  support  the 
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Gospel.  We  are  composed  of  40  families, 
and  there  are  about  eighty  communicants 
in  our  Church ;  mostly  minors  and  females, 
all  extremely  anxious  to  have  a  minister  of 
Christ  among  them  as  a  Spiritual  guide  and 
teacher.  We  throw  ourselves  upon  your 
Charity,  as  a  needy  people,  for  we  have  no 
prospect  to  cheer  our  hopes  from  an  ap- 
proachiog  famine  of  spiritual  instruction, 


except  tlirough  the  agency  of  your  benevo¬ 
lent  institution.”  Hark,  Brethren !  Is  not 
the  voice  of  him  who  once  spake  to  the  son 
of  Jonas,  on  the  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Tibe¬ 
rias,  now  saying  to  you — If  ye  love  me,  go, 
and  FEED  THOSE  LAMBS  ^ 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

JOHN  NITCHIE,  Sec^ry. 

J^ew-Tork,  Dec.  10th,  1818. 


TO  OUR  READERS. 

IKe  had  not  room  to  insert,  according  to  promise,  The  Second  Annual  De¬ 
port  of  the  Directors  to  the  Xcw~York  Evangelical  Society  of  Young  Men^' 
it  may  he  expected  in  the  next  number. 

A  work  entitled  ‘‘The  Doctrine  of  Universal  Restoration  examined  and 
“  refuted ;  and  the  Objections  to  that  of  Endless  Punishment  considered  and 
“  answered  :  Being  a  Reply  to  the  most  important  Particulars  contained  in  the 
“  Writings  of  Messrs.  Winchester,  Vidler,  W’right,  and  WVaver.  By  D.  Isaac, 
“  Minister  of  the  Gospel.  ‘  It  is  impossible  to  renew  them  again  unto  rc- 
“  pentance’....//ei>.  vi.  4,  6.”  New-York,  printed  for  Humphrey  Humhpreys, 
hew  been  put  into  our  hands.  IVe  hare  not  read  enough  of  it,  to  form  a  definite 
opinion  of  its  merits,  but  sufficient  to  recommend  it  for  the  present  to  the  perusal 
of  all  who  may  have  any  doubts  on  the  subject  it  discusses.  Copies  may  he  had 
of  the  publisher,  at  No.  33  Forsyth- street,  or  No.  182  Water-street.  A  revieie 
o  f  said  work  may  be  expected  in  our  next. 

We  regret  to  notice  an  omission  of  part  of  the  last  sentence  on  the  second 
column  of  p.  464,  in  No.  10.  It  should  read  thus :  “  no  process  of  reasoning  can 
afford  sufficient  apology  for  their  neglect  of  that  truth.'*  Our  readers  wilt 
please  to  supply  this  omission  with  their  pens. 

The  present  number  has  been  delayed  for  want  of  paper. 


